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Bishop appeals for help for flood victims 




St Frideswide's Church in Oxford at the height of this summer's 
floods. Photo by Phil Hind 



Churches raise 
thousands to help 
those devastated 
by floods 

A FLOOD appeal fund 
launched by the Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, has raised thou- 
sands of pounds for people 
across the diocese whose 
homes were devastated by 
the recent flooding. 

Homes along the Thames 
and its tributaries, and many 
smaller brooks and streams, 
were affected by the rising 
flood water this summer. 

Many people were made 
homeless and now face 
months of clean-up and 
repair work to make their 
homes habitable. 

Bishop John visited many 
areas affected by the floods, 
as did the Bishop of 
Dorchester, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher and the 
Bishop of Reading, the Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell. 

Some churches in their 
areas, such as Burford in 
west Oxfordshire and 
Bucklebury in Berkshire, 
were themselves flooded. 

In Burford, the church is 
still drying out and services 
have been held in the 
Boarding House of Burford 



School. Several weddings 
planned for the church had 
to be hastily relocated else- 
where in the benefice, said 
vicar Richard Coombs. 

And in the Shill Valley, ten 
of Revd Harry Maclnnes’ 12 
parishes suffered serious 
flood damage. 

Bishop John urged parish- 
es to hold special collections 
for those affected. As of the 
date the Door went to press, 
the fund had reached more 
than £20,000 and was still 
growing, with donations 



coming from parishes - with 
collections held in many 
Sunday services - and others 
donations from businesses 
and Oxford colleges. 

Bishop John said he was 
tremendously grateful for the 
support already shown by 
clergy and parishioners. 

‘By setting up this fund 
we hope to be able to tar- 
get these gifts to wherever 
the need is greatest in the 
community. 

‘The church is in the heart 
of every community and ded- 



icated to its well-being. The 
local clergy are in an ideal 
position to help identify needs 
on the ground,’ he added. 

Applications for grants are 
already coming in from some 
of the worst hit areas. 

Anyone can apply for 
funds but the forms do have 
to be countersigned by local 
clergy. 

For more details contact 
the Bishop’s Chaplain at 
Church House on 01865 
208200 or see our website 
www.oxford.anglican.org 




CREATE A CONGREGATION: members of St Michael and All Angels, Aston Clinton, Bucks 
decided to create their own congregation as part of the village's recent fete. They were 
challenged to create a life size model out of junk and then seat them in the pews. It was one 
way of ensuring church was full that weekend! Pictured above is Canon Alan Bennett with 
some of the models, including one of Queen Victoria. 



Melissa Hutcheson 

Soft Furnishings 

• Made to measure curtains and blinds. Cushions, tie backs and bedspreads 

• Home consultation, free estimates 

• Wide range of fabrics to choose from 

• A friendly professional approach 

28 East Avenue, Oxford 0X4 1XP 
TeL 01865 200490 Mob: 07847 558970 
Email: melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk 



Did you know it is a British Standard 
requirement that all Lightning Protection 
Systems are tested annually? 




ITNING 
PROTECTION 



WE CAN HELP! 



BS 6651 : 1999 / BS 7430 



Site recommendations and quotations provided. Other services 
include Gutter and Roof repairs. 

Call 07798 751051 or 01455 208229, www.barsbylightning.com 
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Singing sweetly at 1 02 



Churches promise to buy local 

bv Rebecca Pavelev 



NORA Hollingsby has been a 
member of the choir of St 
Andrew’s church, Sonning 
for many years. Faithfully 
she has attended choir prac- 
tices, church services and 
even sung at two weddings 
some Saturdays - all at the 
grand age of 102. 

Canon Chris Clarke (pic- 
tured on left with Nora, cen- 
tre and choirmaster David 
Duvall on right) said: ‘Nora 
rarely misses a wedding or 
service. Just occasionally she 
misses a Sunday if she has 



THERE are just a few weeks 
now until Back to Church 
Sunday on 30 September. 
Are you ready? It’s time to 
finalise plans, prepare wel- 
come packs (including a 
copy of the DOOR, if possi- 
ble) and send out invitations 
to the friends and neighbours 
you’ve been praying for. 
Does anyone need a lift to 



been out on the town on 
Saturday evening but at 102 I 
think that is fine! Nora puts 
her long life down to hard 
work, regular worship and a 
glass of sherry after Church 
and before her lunch every 
Sunday. She is a wonderful 
example to us all and a great 
pleasure to be with.’ 

Revd David Sims, LLM, 
retired this summer from St 
Andrew’s after 20 years in 
Sonning parish, and a total of 
52 years experience of lead- 
ing worship and preaching. 



church on the day? 

If your plans aren’t well 
developed, there’s lots of advice 
on our website (www.oxford. 
anglican.org/backtochurch), 
including information on 
downloading your own 
resources if you left it too late to 
order. And PLEASE let us know 
if you are taking part so that we 
can assess how it’s gone. 



CHURCHES across the dio- 
cese of Oxford have pledged 
to buy in local food and serv- 
ices in a bid to support strug- 
gling rural communities and 
farmers. 

In a groundbreaking 
pledge the diocesan synod - 
the decision making body for 
the diocese - agreed unani- 
mously to back a call for all 
churches to use local food at 
meetings and social gather- 
ings wherever possible. 

It is hoped that congrega- 
tions will continue to keep 
the pledge when it comes to 
filling their own shopping 
baskets at home. 

The Revd Richard 
Hancock, area dean for the 
Vale of the White Horse in 
Oxfordshire, said: ‘What 
makes no sense is that food 
produced locally which does 
end up in local shops has 
first had to travel some 60- 
100 miles to a distribution 



THE Bishop of Oxford 
pledged the ‘support, concern 
and prayers of the Church’ 
for everyone involved in the 
foot and mouth crisis. 

He said the church stood 
alongside farmers at the 
heart of the countryside, and 
offered practical and spiritu- 
al help to farmers. 

‘Following the disaster of 



centre before being driven 
back in another lorry so I can 
put it in my shopping basket. 

‘The hard reality is that 
our farmers are in crisis. 
70% have no one to hand on 
their business to, and more 
importantly their knowledge 
to future generations. 

‘What will become of our 
nation if we are unable to 
feed ourselves?’ 

'The hard reality is 
that our farmers are 
in crisis' 

Livestock farmer Dickie 
Green, who is also a church- 
warden at Ashbury St Mary 
on the Wiltshire border, said: 
‘It is good that churches sup- 
port the fairtrade movement 
but we have to think about 
what is happening in this 
country. It is a tough life for 
farmers today.’ 

Farmers have been hit fur- 
ther by the recent floods 



six years ago, farmers more 
recently have been facing 
floods, bird flu and TB in 
different corners of the land. 
‘How much more?’ they 
must think. Much of our 
rural economy is quite fragile 
and the country cannot 
afford (in any sense) to see 
another tragedy unfold like 
last time. 



which devastated parts of the 
diocese, destroying crops. 

The pledge commits 
churches to using local pro- 
duce wherever possible 
alongside fairtrade goods, 
such as tea and coffee. 

The Diocese backed a call 
for churches to use fairtrade 
products a few years ago, but 
Diocesan rural officer Glyn 
Evans said the two pledges 
would not clash. 

The local food motion - 
brought by the Vale of the 
White Horse deanery - won 
unanimous support from 
synod members, who are 
appointed from churches 
across Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. 

The Diocese of Oxford 
has a team of rural officers, 
clergy and lay people, who 
work to support those strug- 
gling to maintain a living in 
the countryside. Revd Glyn 
Evans can be contacted on 
01295 788021. 



‘Our churches belong to 
the fabric of the countryside 
just like the farms. Those 
churches and their communi- 
ties of Christians will be 
agents of God’s loving con- 
cern,’ he said. 

The Diocese of Oxford has 
an extensive network of rural 
officers who offer support to 
the farming community. 



Sad farewell to 
the Wenhams 

Revd David Wenham and 
his wife Clare are leaving the 
Oxford Diocese for Bristol, 
where David is taking up post 
as senior tutor of Trinity 
College. He has until now 
held this role at Wycliffe as 
well as being an NSM for the 
parish of Cumnor. 

Clare has been a long- 
standing friend of The DOOR, 
compiling the What's On 
page with dedication each 
month. We will miss her 
hugely! 

The Bishop of Dorchester, 
the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
said: 'The Wenham family 
have long standing links with 
the Diocese. I have known 
David as both a former col- 
league at Wycliffe and I 
appreciated his ministry at 
Stoke Lyne. We are very sad 
to see him go and wish them 
both well.’ 



Cathedral open day 

CHRIST Church is repeating 
its open day this month, with 
events planned for Saturday 
15 September, from 10.30am. 

The last event two years 
ago, attracted 3,000 people. 

This time, visitors can sign 
up for dinner in the college in 
the evening. 

There will be tours, includ- 
ing Alice in Wonderland and 
Harry Potter tours for young- 
sters, as well as recitals, 
demonstrations and work- 
shops on offer. 

For further details contact 
01865 276155. 



The countdown is on... 



Bishop supports farmers in foot & mouth crisis 
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Clergy News 



The Revd Dr Louise Adey-Huish, 

Curate, Banbury St Mary, is to be 
Team Chaplain, Oxford Radcliffe 
Hospitals Trust; The Revd Dr 
David Andrew, Priest in Charge 
White Waltham with 
Shottesbrooke, is to be also, 
Waltham St Lawrence; The Revd 
Helen Azer, Curate at Oxford St 
Aldate's, Oxford, is to be Assistant 
Curate (half-time), St Michael's 
Cumnor, Abingdon Deanery; The 
Revd Canon Alan Bennett, 
Rector, Aston Clinton with 
Buckland & Drayton Beauchamp, 
has retired; The Revd Ben 
Beecroft, Associate Vicar, Warfield, 
Bracknell Deanery, is to be Vicar, 
Addlestone St Augustine, Guildford 
Diocese; The Revd Bill Blakley, is 
to be Team Rector, Brize Norton/ 
Carterton; The Revd Amanda 
Bloor, Curate, Hambleden Valley, 
is to be Chaplain to the Bishop of 
Oxford; The Revd Sue Booys, 
Team Rector, Dorchester Team 
Ministry, is to be also, Area Dean, 
Aston and Cuddesdon; The Revd 
Ron Bushyager, Curate at Gamston 



& Bridgford, Southwell & 
Nottingham, is to be Associate Vicar, 
Christ Church Abingdon; The Revd 
Edward Carter, Priest-in-Charge 
St Peter's, Didcot, Wallingford, is to 
be also, Area Dean, Wallingford 
Deanery; The Revd Phil Chadder, 
Assistant Curate, Great Chesham, is 
to be Prison Chaplain, HMP 
Brixton; The Revd John Cooper, 
Rector of Wootton & Dry Sandford 
and Area Dean of Abingdon 
Deanery, has resigned as Area 
Dean; The Revd Dr Carole Cull, 
Assistant Curate Earley Trinity, 
Reading Deanery, has died; The 
Revd Philip Dallaway, Vicar of St 
John's Church Caversham, Reading 
Deanery, has retired; The Revd 
Trevor Dorey, Permission to 
Officiate, Salisbury Diocese, is given 
Permission to Officiate in the 
Oxford Diocese; The Revd Mark 
Ewbank, Assistant Curate, 
Chalfont St Peter, is to be Vicar, St 
Jude's, Englefield Green, Diocese of 
Guildford. 

Continued on page 7. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of the 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01844 840285. 
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Feature 



An angelic answer to Harry Potter? 

Move over Harry Potter, local priest and author Lynda Rose has an exciting but altogether more angelic answer to the world of wizards 
for young readers this summer. As 'Assignment Earth' wings its way to bookshops across the country Lynda talks to Sally Jarman about 
the inspiration and hopes for her first children's fantasy novel. 



ADVENTURE, excitement and, 
above all, angels... these were the 
bedtime story requests that led 
Oxford author Lynda Rose to 
dream up the Heavenly world of 
trainee angel, Raffael (Raffie to her 
friends), and her reluctantly heroic 
involvement in what proves to be a 
fast-paced cosmic battle of good ver- 
sus evil. 

When the stories were a hit with 
daughter Christabel, Lynda and 
publishers Lion Children’s Books 
realised they might well entertain a 
wider audience, and in June this 
year the book made its debut. (See 
page 14 for our reader’s review). 

As with her four popular adult 
novels, Lynda says her first priority 
is to entertain. But as a Christian 
she says her faith undoubtedly 
colours her storytelling. 

With Assignment Earth she hopes 
readers will come away with a sub- 
tly different view on life than they 
might have by reading, for example, 
Harry Potter or Lord of the Rings. 

‘I found Harry Potter very excit- 

'Drawing children into 
a world of witches and 
magic has the potential 
to do tremendous harm 
and it saddens me so 
much that kids are 
being encouraged to 
focus on such dark 
forces../ 



ing,’ Lynda says, ‘But drawing chil- 
dren into a world of witches and 
magic has the potential to do 
tremendous harm and it saddens me 
so much that kids are being encour- 
aged to focus on such dark forces. 
It’s unhealthy. There’s no such thing 
as a good witch!’ 

Though Raffle’s experiences open 
her eyes to the fact that there is good 
and bad at work in all worlds - even 
among angels - Lynda says the over- 
all message is one of hope and 
encouragement that we are never 
alone in our fight and can take 
strength and courage from that. 

The precious nature of every indi- 
vidual life is another strong message 
as we follow the daring angel’s nail- 
biting adventures, including a tricky 
assignment to safely accompany 
pre-birth souls to Earth. 

These themes are also a reflection 
of Lynda’s own journey from 
Eastern spirituality to Christianity 
and her natural instinct to be a pas- 



sionate defender of the vulnerable 
in society. 

Finding the Church of England 
‘too dry’ as a teenager she says she 
became focused on Transcendental 
Meditation at university and prac- 
tised it for 10 years before God 
recalled her very clearly. 

‘My son Dominic became very ill 
and some friends recommended we 
see someone involved in a ministry 
of healing. We went along and 
straight away the man asked if I was 
involved in Eastern religions. 

‘When I asked how he knew he 
said God was telling him I was on 
the wrong path and was calling me 
back.’ 

She heeded the call and says that 
rediscovering her Christian faith 
connected her again to the realities 
of Christ’s love for each of us from 
conception onwards, and his cher- 
ishing of our individuality. 

‘There are so many alternatives 
tempting people today with talk of 
finding our spirituality. But explor- 
ing Christianity again and how 
wonderful we all are to God, I 
realised how Eastern meditation 
had in the end left me feeling alone 
and quite empty.’ 

As her faith deepened she felt 
called to give up her training for the 
Bar in London (in her final year) and 
study instead for ordination at 
Wycliffe Hall in Oxford. 

She was one of the first wave of 
women to be ordained a deacon by 
the Church of England in 1987, and 
after a curacy in St Clement’s she 
became a priest in 1994. 

But even as she contemplated a 
life in parish ministry, Lynda says 
her writing was becoming increas- 
ingly important to her. She also 
experienced placement at Oxford 
prison and made a radio docu- 
mentary on the city’s homeless. 

Looking back, she feels hers 
has definitely been a calling 
to ministry through writing 
and media work. 

‘I didn’t realise it at first but 
I think the books and radio have 
given me the potential to reach far 
more people than I would have 
done in a parish,’ she says, ‘And it 
has allowed me to continue to 
argue for issues I feel passionate 
about, which is important for 
me.’ 

Something she feels very 
strongly about, is the value 
of life from conception to 
the grave, and fitted in 
with her strict daily 
writing schedule is her 
work with national 
charity LIFE at its 
Oxford centre. 



‘I just can’t sit back when life is 
being devalued either through abor- 
tion or euthanasia. I say from per- 
sonal experience of watching my 
mother die without the value that 
should have been afforded to her, 
just because she was old, that it is 
just wrong.’ 

As for Assignment Earth, Lynda 
says that if the story helps children 

'There are so many 
alternatives tempting 
people today with talk 
of finding our 
spirituality' 

connect to the bigger issue of good 
and bad influences surrounding us, 
or opens any child”s mind to the 
perception of Christianity and of 
the enormity of God’s love for all of 
us, then she will be delighted. 

And for Raffie fans there is more 
to come. Assignment Earth is the 
first of a planned five-part series of 
the rookie angel’s adventures. 

The book is available now in all 
good bookshops, priced £5.99. 

Copies of Assignment 
Earth to be won 

We have five copies of Assignment 
Earth to give away. The book is 
aimed at 9-12 year olds. For a 
review of the book, see page 14. 

Just send your name, address 
and age to the DOOR, headed 
Angel Delight’ Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford, OX2 ONB. 

Or you could email your details 
to us at 

door@oxford.angli- 
can.org 

Closing date for 
the draw is 
14 September 
when the five 
lucky winners 
drawn at random. 





Lynda Rose, priest and author 




Animal Welfare Sunday 



wg&Ekt n ppspiw 

Sunday 7th October 2007 



year we are concentrating our concerns 
n the pressing is^ue of the fur trade. 



Is your Church remembering the suffering of 
thousands of animals this Animal Welfare Sunday? 

Free information packs including Order of Service and 
sermon notes available from: 




f 



The Secretary 

Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals 
PO Box 7193, Hook, 

Hampshire RG27 8GT. 

Also, please support our special service at 
St Michael and All Angels Church, Watford 
on Saturday 13th October - 2.30pm. 




Tel: 01252-843093 
: AngSocWelAnimals@aol.com 

www.aswa.org.uk 
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People & places 

Confirming faith and friendship 
at Sandhurst 




Bishop John with Matthew and Adam Castle 



ST Michael and All Angel’s 
Church Sandhurst was 
delighted to host the Rt Rev 
John Pritchard and his wife 
Wendy for his first 
Confirmation Service since 
being inaugurated as Bishop 
of Oxford. 

He was invited by the 
priest-in-charge John Castle 
who studied under the 
Bishop when he was Warden 
of Cranmer Hall Theological 
College in Durham. Bishop 
John had presided over a 
College service in which the 
Castle twins were baptised. 
John’s wife Georgina said: 
‘We thought it would be won- 
derful to have Bishop John 
confirming the boys 13 years 
on!’ 

Other young people con- 
firmed with Matthew and 
Adam Castle were Nick 
Martin, James Devine, Hugh 
Simpson, Emily Ashworth, 
Jessica Toohey (also bap- 
tised) and Kitty Dubber, all 
pupils at Ranelagh C of E 
Secondary school. As part of 



their confirmation prepara- 
tion they had all attended 
‘Yellow Braces’, the 
Diocesan Youth Weekend. 

Five adults were also con- 
firmed. Kally Walton, Louisa 
Wright-Wastell, Jamie 
Glover, Adam Stacey and 
Mike Potts had been prepared 



through the Emmaus course. 

Kally Walton, who was 
both baptised and con- 
firmed by the Bishop, said, 
‘Bishop John Pritchard said 
that baptism and confirma- 
tion was like coming home 
and he was right. It felt very 
special.’ 
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A churchwarden’s view 



How to be green 

A major exhibition to raise 
awareness of climate change 
and encourage people to 
adopt more environmentally- 
friendly lifestyles takes place 
at St Margaret's Church, 
North Oxford on 29 
September. 

The Living Green exhibi- 
tion will have activities for 
all ages with displays on 
food, home, transport, cloth- 
ing and waste and recycling 
and a chance to calculate 
your carbon footprint. 

Dr Evan Harris MP and 
the Lord Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire Hugo Brunner 
will officially open the event 
at 10.30am. 



St Barnabas Bites! 

Favourite recipes from mem- 
bers of St Barnabas Church, 
Emmer Green, Berks, and two 
from the Bishop of Reading, 
make up the 'St Barnabas 
Bites' cookbook compiled to 
raise money for a new parish 
centre. The book (£6) has 
apparently been selling like 
hot cakes! To secure your 
copy call 0118 947 8343 or 
0118 947 0566 

Ride or Stride to 
support churches 

Lace up, saddle up or get on 
your bike on 8 September for 
the Historic Churches Trust 
Stride or Ride (StRide) 
fundraiser. 

Thousands of people each 
year gather sponsors to visit 
as many of their local 
churches as they can in one 
day, while still others offer 
their services as welcomers. 

For further information in 
Buckinghamshire call the 
county organiser Patricia 
Burstall on 01628 482754. 
Oxfordshire fundraisers 
should go to the Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust 
website. 



Bv Emma Zerilli 
‘IT has been a privilege to 
meet the core of the Diocese 
over the last eight weeks’, 
remarked Bishop John at the 
final visitation of the year 
held at St John’s Church, 
Windsor. 

The June weather may 
have been gloomy but there 
was an atmosphere of light, 
warmth and excitement 
inside the church that night, 
and we weren’t disappointed 
when the magnificent pro- 
cession of choir, clergy, 
archdeacon, registrar and six 
churchwardens with pol- 
ished staves, escorting 
Bishop John and Bishop 
Stephen, commenced. 

Around 50 churchwardens 
were present from various 
parts of the Oxford diocese, 
all to be sworn in by regis- 
trar, John Rees. As we stood 
before the assembled to give 
our oath for the year ahead 
we were reminded by Mr 
Rees of some of the powers 
we hold as officers of the 
bishop - to deal efficiently 
with vicars who have lost all 



THE congregation of St 
Nicholas church, Earley 
refused to be put off by the 
weather at the celebrations 
of their Diamond Jubilee this 
summer. 

A flower festival was the 
central event of the 
anniversary, alongside a 
display of banners and 
craft activities for children, 
plus music and food. 

One of the young people 
from the church had chal- 
lenged the church to match 
the costs of the event by 
raising £6,o6o for the work 



reason, to keep good order 
during service and to use our 
power of arrest, perhaps, 
sparingly! 

Bishop John entered the 
pulpit to give us his Charge 
and his maiden address to 
the Bracknell Deanery. 
Bishop John drew on the 
reading of Philippians’ to 
share with us his vision of 
Christian life in three key 
words - Gratitude, Grace 
and Glory. He challenged us 
as to whether our churches 
are communities of Grace? 
And how focused our 
churches are on Jesus 
Christ? He spoke of the 
Glory of God revealing itself 
to us in 100 different ways 
every day but said that, ulti- 
mately, we only have to look 
at the face of Jesus Christ to 
find everything. 

After the service we all 
took the opportunity to chat 
over drinks and nibbles. 
Emma Zerilli is a churchwar- 
den at St Martins , Chavey 
Down in the Benefice of 
Winkfield & Cranbourne, 
Berkshire 



of Naomi House and Helen 
House, two children’s hos- 
pices in Oxford. 

Amazingly, the money was 
raised over the weekend. 

Vicar Dan Tyndall said: 
‘Our church has pledged 
over the years to be open 
to God, open to each 
other and open to the 
community. 

‘The marvellous atmos- 
phere of welcome and co- 
operation and wonderfully 
generous giving have 
proved that we are heading 
in the right direction.’ 



Church raises £6,000 for hospices 




Eco-column 



RECENT renovation work on one of 
Oxford’s oldest libraries revealed a frag- 
ment of a printing plate hidden beneath 
floorboards bearing Leviticus 1 9 from the 
King James Bible. It may not have seen the 
light of day since the construction of the 
library in 1677. 

The passage is intriguing. It begins by 
encouraging us to imitate God’s character, 
‘Be holy because I am holy’, then follows 
this great statement by a series of precepts 
to help us understand how to do this task. 
There are three groups of laws: some con- 
cern the place of God in our fives, others 
are about integrity in our relationships 



with other people; and still more encour- 
age a sensitive treatment of nature. 

Today we are becoming painfully aware 
that these three concerns are interconnect- 
ed. Poverty and environmental degrada- 
tion frequently go together, and the bro- 
kenness of the planet is mirrored by bro- 
kenness within human society. Overall 
these issues point to a spiritual malaise in 
our modern culture. 

In finding this printing plate v/b have an 
echo of 2 Kings 22 and the story of the 
rediscovery of God’s Law in the reign of 
King Josiah which led to national repen- 
tance and revival and a return to seeking 
to five according to the mind of God. 
Might the hidden treasure found in the 
heart of Oxford also lead to a rediscovery 
of God’s heart for his world and a realign- 
ment of our fives according to his word. 

Revd Margot R Hodson is Chaplain of 
Jesus College , Oxford. 
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God in the life of ... 



A very novel life 

From a boyhood in the highlands of Papua New Guinea to an English public school, 
followed by a Jane Austen romance and a dream job - Nick Seward's life so far could 
spring from the pages of a novel. And as Rebecca Paveley discovered, his journey to faith 
was helped along by one of our greatest Christian storytellers and apologists, CS Lewis. 



IT may be that I’m out of touch with school chaplains, but 
Revd Nick Seward is not what I expected from a chaplain at 
one of Oxford’s high achieving private schools. 

He turns up for the interview straight from running his 
church’s (St Ebbe’s in Oxford) summer football camp. 

He starts by telling me what he loves about school chap- 
laincy: ‘It’s great not to have to worry about the social 
niceties as you do in a parish: the kids just want to debate 
the real stuff’. 

The head of Magdalene College School was ‘taking a 
punt’ when he employed him, Nick admits. He was a curate 
at the time, with no teaching experience. But the punt has 
worked: the school’s theology results are good and Nick has 
bonded well with the boys, who come to Magdalene from a 
diverse background. 

His own less than typical background no doubt helps: he 
was born in Zambia to parents who were ‘secular idealists’ 
and moved with them to a remote mission station in the 
southern Highlands of Papua New Guinea, where his father 
worked as a PE teacher and then managed the national 
football team. 

He said he always had a faith, even at a very young 
age, which was ‘inspired by my grandmother’s teachings’. 

‘I was probably an odd little boy; when I was told off I 



'It was while we were out there I 
discovered the Narnia stories by C S 
Lewis. They enabled me to see that what 
was in front of me in the mission school 
wasn't really Christianity and that what 
was in the Narnia stories was... 

'I was probably an odd little boy; when 
I was told off I used to go and sit down 
and read the Bible/ 



used to go and sit down and read the Bible.’ 

He and his sister attended the mission school and that also 
had a strong influence on him, though not always for the 
good. It was living near the mission station which turned his 
father into a fervent atheist, he says. 

‘It was while we were out there I discovered the Narnia 
stories by C S Lewis. They enabled me to see that what was 
in front of me in the mission school wasn’t really 
Christianity and that what was in the Narnia stories was.’ 
But he said his best friends came from the local school 
where the school uniform was a grass skirt. 

So it came as a total culture shock to be sent to an English 
public school, aged 12. The move was caused by his parents 
going through an acrimonious split. ‘They had lived too well 
the ex-pat lifestyle,’ says Nick, wryly. 

He was bullied for not fitting in and clung to his faith and 
C S Lewis, joining the Christian Union, which had just a 
couple of other boys in it. 

‘My guide throughout was C S Lewis, I discovered Mere 
Christianity when I was 17, which was amazing. I went to a 
Billy Graham mission in 1984 and started at a youth group 
which experienced its own small revival too.’ 

It was at university he first sensed he wanted to do full 
time Christian work but says he would have ‘run a mile if 
anyone had mentioned a dog collar’. He was offered the 
chance to work after university for a church on a run down 
estate in Blackburn. 



‘I felt that this is what I was meant to be doing, it really 
was life at the rough end. I experienced an orthodox 
Christianity that was getting its hands dirty. 

‘I was helping to run a church plant and it was practical, 
hands-on work. A couple of ministers there said I should 
think about being ordained. I really didn’t feel I was good 
enough, but I decided to knock on the door and pray about 
it. Sure enough I was selected that same year and I went to 
be a lay pastor back in Blackburn for a year. I had a wonder- 
ful time, it really confirmed my sense that this is what I 
should be doing with my life.’ 

But he had asked to take another year out before training 
so he went travelling for year: and spent time working as a 
cowboy in Australia and as a beach model in Fiji! 

He came back to study at Cranmer Hall in Durham, 
where the new Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, was then Warden. 

He was ordained in Canterbury. ‘I had a Jonah moment 
at the ordination retreat when I was surrounded by people 
in black cassocks and I just felt like running away! But I 
also felt strongly that God was with me, so I went through 
with it.’ 

His curacy was spent in 
Maidstone, which is where he 
met his wife, Hannah. 

He describes their romance 
as ‘very Jane Austen’. 

Hannah was just 17 at the 
time and played the organ for 
the church. Nick says he was 
very ‘proper and upfront’ and 
spoke to Hannah’s parents 
and his vicar about wanting 
to see Hannah outside 
church. But, horrified, his 
vicar banned them from 
meeting and appealed to his 
Bishop to speak to Nick. 

But when Nick went to see 
the Bishop he turned out to 
be on their side, and agreed 
the couple could ‘become an 
item’ when Hannah turned 
18. 

They duly married at the 
end of Hannah’s first year at 
university in Oxford, where 
she was an organ scholar. 

It was then that the job for 
a chaplain at Magdalene 
College School turned up. 

‘It was perfect, I had a very 
strong sense this is where 
God wants me to be at the 
moment. My curacy was in 
many ways a desert experi- 
ence but the school is a won- 
derful place to be.’ 

He has now been there five 
years - which is the longest 
he has been anywhere, he 
says. But with a one year old 
baby daughter Samantha, and 
another baby on the way, he 
is staying firmly put in 
Oxford for now. 

And with C S Lewis still 
serving as his mentor, what 
better place is there to be? 




Nick Seward with daughter Samantha 



SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL 

14-16 SEPTEMBER 2007 






ORCH E STRA OF All concerts are at 7.30 pm 

Friday 14 September 

• J.S. Bach Six Brandenburg Concerti 

Saturday 15 September 

• Tallis Why fumeth in fight 

• Vaughan Williams Fantasia on a 
theme by Thomas Tallis 

• Tchaikovsky The Crown of Roses 

• ArenskyVariationsonaThemeof 
Tchaikovsky 

• Durufle Requiem 

Sunday 16 September 

• Bruckner Motets: Ave Maria and 
Christus Factus Est 

• Mozart Sinfonia Concertante 

• Verdi Willow Song and Ave Maria 
from Otello 

• Mozart Mass in C minor 

• John Lubbock conductor 

• Sally Matthews soprano 

• Eliana Pretorian soprano 

• Christine Cairns mezzo soprano 

• Richard Rowe tenor 

• Gary Griffiths baritone 
Jan Schmolck violin 

• Jane Atkins viola 




Dorchester Abbey 
Dorchester-on-Thames 
Oxfordshire 

Orchestra of St John's 
and OSJ Voices 

Artistic Director 

John Lubbock 

01865305305 



Orchestra of St John’s Registered Office: Turbervitte House, Eitham College . Grove Park Road, London, SE9 4Qf 
T: 020 8857 8579 L- orchestradosj.org.uk Company Registration No. 1780488 Registered Charity No. 289106 

The information in this leaflet is correct at time of going to press. The right is reserved to substitute artists and vary programmes If necessary. 
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Parish spotlight 

New ways of telling the story 



A new youth theatre group in Wokingham is shaking up the portrayal of faith 
stories to explore their meanings more fully 



‘GIVING us the chance to 
express our faith in our own 
words...’ 

A new youth theatre group 
has started in Wokingham 
and these words were writ- 
ten in the thank-you note 
from the cast after a passion 
play performance earlier 
this year. 

Medieval Mysteries retold 
with contemporary charac- 
ters saw the sun and moon 
become Adam and Eve, the 
serpent become Pharaoh, 
Moses become Jesus, the 
waters of chaos become not 
only the Red Sea, but also 
the resting place for both 
Lazarus and Jesus. Jesus 
himself spoke in the words of 
a teenager, challenging 
authority, siding with under- 
dogs, healing without cliched 
gestures, and very nearly 
thumping one of the temple 
money-changers. 

Through the process of 
rehearsals, young members 



of the cast found that God 
sneaked in among them, just 
as the resurrected Jesus did 
when he joined the disciples 
in hiding. 

A Fresh Expressions net- 
work in Wokingham had 
asked the question: How 
could we engage young peo- 
ple during Holy Week, not 
just with fun and games, but 

'Young members of 
the cast found that 
God sneaked in 
among them, just as 
the resurrected 
Jesus did when he 
joined the disciples 
in hiding' 



to help them enjoy the stories 
of the season? 

Rehearsal workshops 
began on the Monday, with- 



out any pre-written script, 
using an improvisational 
process technique developed 
by ‘Stage-Fright’ - producers 
of all-age experiential theatre 
projects. 

Young people from four 
different churches in 
Wokingham, mostly 
unknown to each other 
beforehand, were invited to 
show their play called ‘Vigil’, 
replacing one church’s regu- 
lar Easter Eve liturgy and 
drawing an all-age audience. 
Members of the cast then 
stayed overnight in the 
church itself and attended the 
sunrise service on Easter Day. 

Since then, members of the 
cast have formed a ‘Stage- 
Fright’ club, meeting every 
week to improvise new ideas 
on themes of ‘space’ and 
‘time’, to make short video 
clips for a charity’s campaign 
website, and to prepare a play 
for an international youth 
theatre festival in Ukraine. 



The new group intends to 
shake faith stories up a bit 
more and see what falls out. 
They are not interested in 
telling them in the way peo- 
ple expect, preferring to pull 
at fraying edges, look 
through the holes, expose 
what’s true and what’s 
untrue, make Jesus real, not 
polite or good-looking or too 
posh to push! 

Stage-Fright applies the 
principle that we engage on a 
much deeper level when we 
retell stories ourselves and in 
our own words, rather than 
watching and listening to 
someone else doing it for us. 
The benefits are not only in 
remembering ideas, but in 
actively exploring meanings 
of the stories for ourselves by 
bringing our own experi- 
ences, emotions and creative 
imagination to a workshop. 

Stage-Fright has run sum- 
mer residential for several 
years, welcoming young peo- 




East House, Adderbury 

Residential Accommodation for Retired People 



OPEN DAY 

SUNDAY 7th OCTOBER, 2-5PM 

♦ 

East House, an elegant Georgian property, offers you: 

- a self-contained flat with your own furniture 

- a freshly cooked meal each day 

- the benefit of warden assisted living 

- access to an emergency alarm system 

- as much privacy or company as you choose. 

For further information please contact 
the Warden on 01295 810304 

East House is administered by the Bray D'Oylv 
Housing Association, Registered Charity No. I8861R 

East House, Aynho Road, Adderbury, Banbury' OX17 3NL 




by 

Alison Webster 



Losing it? 

Paul Watson is the producer 
of the documentary, 
‘Malcolm and Barbara: 
Love’s Farewell’. This film 
is an account of the effects 
of Alzheimers on Malcolm 
Pointon, a composer who 
died in his early 50s of the 
disease. 

Controversy erupted 
recendy over whether we - 
the ‘public’ - had been 
manipulated into thinking 
that we were to see the actual 
moment of Malcolm 
Pointon' s death, when in fact 
this happened two days after 
the final film shot. A radio 
interview with Watson at the 
height of the row was both 
emotionally compelling and 
fascinating. 

His passion and despair 
were palpable, as was his 
commitment to the subject 
of his documentary. He 
reflected on the nature of 
film-making, the God-like 




pie from all over the country 
to devise and produce a piece 
of theatre in less than one 
week. 

This August, two camps 
showed plays on the themes 
of ‘Freedom’ and ‘Questions’. 

All the world’s a stage and 



new faces are always welcome, 
bringing their own perspective, 
ideas and expressions of faith to 
the mix. 

Michael Johnson runs Stage- 
Fright in Wokingham. He can be 
contacted at michael@stage- 
frightorg.uk. 



power of the editor to create 
his (in this case) version of 
reality, and the moral dan- 
gers and methodological 
challenges inherent in that. 
He talked of the process by 
which he had become close 
to the Pointons over the 
eleven years from 
diagnosis to Malcolm’s 
death, and he spoke of what 
happened when the final 
scene of the film was shot. 
Finally, he spoke with anger 
and sadness about how the 

'We take time over 
activities because we 
care deeply about 
them. We express our 
care by paying 
attention, and that 
changes who we are. 
What we lose, then, 
isn't just the final 
product, but part of 
ourselves' 



furore (driven, in his opin- 
ion, by external events in 
media politics) had com- 
pletely ruined the whole 
project for him, and had 
diverted its focus away 
from Alzheimers (about 
which he was aiming to raise 
awareness) and onto the sub- 
ject of death. This was, for 
him, eleven years of work 



down the drain: a contamina- 
tion and violation of his artis- 
tic endeavour: 

Anyone who has put their 
heart and soul into a creative 
project, only to face the loss 
of it, will recognise the depth 
and nature of Watson’s emo- 
tional response. Any final 
product (whether it be a 
book, a play, a song, a gar- 
den, a painting) represents a 
mere fraction of the labour, 
and a mere hint at the whole 
process by which it was 
brought about. The best 
products take years to come 
to fruition. That is why the 
loss of something one has 
invested in over years (emo- 
tionally, mentally, physically, 
spiritually, psychologically - 
and usually a combination of 
all of these) runs so deep. 

We saw it in the eyes of 
those whose houses, gardens 
or crops were ruined by the 
floods, and in the face of the 
farmer whose pedigree herd 
was slaughtered in the latest 
tragic outbreak of Foot and 
Mouth. The loss runs so 
deep because the process of 
investment shapes one’s iden- 
tity. We take time over activ- 
ities because we care deeply 
about them. We express our 
care by paying attention, and 
that changes who we are. 
What we lose, then, isn’t just 
the final product, but part of 
ourselves. 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser to 
Oxford Diocese 



\ 




THE DOOR : SEPTEMBER 2007 



Letters 



7 



Comment 



to the editor 



Harry Potter and the 
deathly prejudice 



At Voldemort’s evil 
encouragement the 
pure-bloods are at 
last out in the open, 
determined to per- 
secute the Muggle- 
borns. If you know 
your Harry Potter 
you’ll know what 
I’m talking about. 

These remarkable stories 
contain enough human 
dilemmas to fill an RE syl- 
labus, and racism is just one 
of them. 

The pure-bloods are the 
Aryans of the Harry Potter 
mythology and they don’t 
like these ordinary mor- 
tals, some of whom have 
wizardly powers. 

Just as the pure-bloods of 
every race have resented 
those who fail to live up to 
their feigned purity. 

Why is it that some sec- 
tions of every racial group 
believe that only they are as 
hunjans are meant to be? 
Why is diversity a danger? 
Why is colour, ethnic back- 
ground, religion, gender, 
parentage and everything 
down to left-handedness, 
football team and shoe size 
(I joke, but only just) - why 
is it that each of these differ- 
ences is such a threat? 

After all, what is colour? 
Mere skin pigment; I have a 
particular mix, just as you 
do. What is ethnic back- 
ground? Mere accident of 
birth. What is gender? A 
particularity to be enjoyed. 
What is religion? ‘If you 
prick us do we not bleed?’ 
says the Merchant of Venice. 
Tf you tickle us, do we not 
laugh? If you poison us, do 
we not die? And if you 
wrong us, shall we not 
revenge?’ 

Ah, now there’s* the rub. 



Those we perse- 
cute are not 
allowed to revenge 
themselves. That 
makes us furious. 
They should accept 
their inferiority and 
be thankful when 
we throw them 
morsels of respect. 

It’s an old, old story, and 
the news is full of modern 
repetitions. Sunni and Shia 
in Iraq; Africans and Arabs 
in Darfur; Bosnian Muslims 
and Christian Serbs; Hutus 
and Tutsis in Rwanda; 
Republicans and Loyalists 
in Northern Ireland - you 
name it, we can split over it. 
Because we’re superior. 

And Jesus would have 
none of it. ‘Whoever would 
be great among you must be 
your servant.’ 

And Paul would have 
none of it. ‘There is no 
longer Jew nor Greek, slave 
nor free, male nor female.’ 

And we should have none 
of it. 

But neither the world nor 
the Church is as it should be. 
The Church can’t point the 
finger at the world when so 
many of its talented brothers 
and sisters feel under-valued, 
under-used and under-repre- 
sented - as they do (ask the 
Commission on Racial 
Justice in this diocese just a 
few years ago, or read the 
report before General Synod 
last July). 

The words of Jesus still 
challenge me: ‘Let anyone 
who is without sin cast the 
first stone.’ 

I fear I would be one of 
those slinking away with a 
stone still in my hand. 

• 

Racial Justice Sunday is on 
September 9 




Drudgery or Freedom;no smoking signs in churches; funerals 



Struggling with 
servanthood 
HAVING just returned from 
the Bishop’s Advisory Panel 
and having been selected for 
training for Ordination, 
Alison’s article on Drudgery 
or Freedom really hit home. 

I have during the past year 
been praying the prayer of St. 
Augustine. O God, our true 
life, to know you is life, to 
serve you is perfect freedom, 
to enjoy you is a kingdom, 
and to praise you is the joy 
and happiness of the soul. 

I was aware within my 
own calling that I have been 
given a gift, although it 
seems like a paradox as God 
has called me to Non-stipen- 
diary ministry. But what of 
my other job, well I work in 
Marks and Spencer’s and 
am an assistant in the 
Espresso bar, a job that 
involves serving customers 
all day and yes I absolutely 
love it. But shop work is not 
treated as a skilled career, it 
is often low paid and long 
hours and many workers are 
not treated well by members 
of the public or those who 
employ them. On the last 
day of work before I went to 
BAP the team I worked with 
told me to stay on the dish- 
washer for the day, as I was 
really no use to anyone, 
nerves were getting the bet- 
ter of me. The dishwasher 
for me was a retreat day; I 
stepped back from the cus- 
tomer-focused side of my 
work and went backstage. 
This is what I will take into 
my ministry; clergy have to 
step back in prayer to dwell 
with God, to be able to walk 
in that freedom that God 
gives us. I have over the 
many years in various min- 
istries thought of them as 
play, not in the sense of 
childish play, but that play 
that brings you complete 
joy, a play that is guided by 



Christ, joy that wants to 
make you skip, jump and 
laugh and even cry. 

So I pray that all 
Christians may all serve 
Christ in perfect freedom, 
by serving, listening and 
talking to others as equals. 
Janet Minkkinen 
Cippenham, Slough, Berks 

PLEASE tell Alison Webster, 
who wrote in the July 
DOOR that I’m afraid she’s 
got to put up with servant 
imagery, whether it makes 
her happy or not. Jesus 
started it for Christians, fol- 
lowing Isaiah and other 
writers. See Mark 10:45, 
Luke 22:27 and John 13:3- 
5. Let her be comforted by 
Matthew 10:25, 25:21 and 
25:23, and John 12:26. 

Dr Kathleen M Hall 
Oxford 

ALISON is not alone in a 
struggle with servant imagery. 

What does it mean for me 
as a woman who is a priest 
to be a servant leader given 
the background, and contin- 
uing situation of women pre- 
dominantly taking on a vari- 
ety of servant roles? 

In her book Living on the 
Edge Penny Jamieson (the 
first woman in the Anglican 
Communion to become a 
diocesan bishop - in 
Dunedin, New Zealand) 
talks of the need for women 
to recover, and redeem for 
themselves a theology of 
power. Service can be some- 
times a more acceptable way 
into leadership for women 
for the wrong reasons, and 
can be a cover for feelings of 
worthlessness. She says: ‘It is 
only after a woman has both 
claimed and rejoiced in all she 
is meant to have and to be 
that she is free to ‘give’ herself 
appropriately and to serve the 
needs of others and not her 
own needs badly disguised.’ 



To which I can only say a 
loud AMEN because that is 
exactly the issue for me. 

I’ve been listening to 
Desmond Tutu this morning 
on the radio talking about 
ubuntu, which was the philos- 
ophy at the heart of the Truth 
and Reconciliation process 
and includes a strong sense of 
mutuality and relationship. 
Nelson Mandela has 
explained Ubuntu as follows. 

‘A traveller through our 
country would stop at a vil- 
lage, and he didn't have to 
ask for food or for water. 
Once he stops, the people 
give him food, entertain him. 
That is one aspect of Ubuntu 
but Ubuntu has various 
aspects. Ubuntu does not 
mean that people should not 
address themselves. The 
question therefore is: Are 
you going to do so in order 
to enable the community 
around you to improve?’ 

I wonder if this philosophy 
might be usefully and cre- 
atively woven into the picture 
of discipleship and leadership 
for women and men to foster 
transformational change for 
individuals and communties, 
that all may flourish. 

Revd Hilary Campbell 
Team Vicar, Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle 



Smoking signs 

I WAS amused at the indig- 
nation shown in the June 
issue because churches have 
to display ‘no smoking’ 
signs. Many years ago, when 
my wife was a guide at 
Oxford’s Cathedral, a man 
came in smoking a cigarette. 
Politely, Carol asked him to 
put it out - whereupon, with 
some insolence, he looked all 
around and said ‘I cannot see 
any ‘No Smoking’ signs.’ 
This will not happen 
again! 

Brian Foster 

Shrivenham 



The comfort of funerals 
HUBERT Allen (July/August 
DOOR) has perhaps never 
suffered the bereavement of 
someone dear to him whose 
company he misses? 

Funerals often help those 
left behind to ‘bear that 
which they cannot bear’. The 
customary rituals comfort 
them. The now silent body; 
the visible, tangible and 
audible means of identifying 
and communicating with the 
one they have lost and are 
missing so rawly and sharply 
is (like all other ‘'souvenirs’) 
precious, and is treated with 
care. So the remembrance 
ceremonies can’t be left till 
everyone has got over their 
grief, anymore than a band- 
age is put on only when the 
wound has become a scar. 

It is noble to give one’s 
body or its parts for medical 
research or to prolong 
another life, but remember, 
Mr Allen, whether you have 
ceased to exist, or are learn- 
ing to play the harp else- 
where, you won’t experience 
your funeral. It’s not for your 
benefit but for the comfort of 
those who loved you. 

Alison Adcock 
Oxford 



Competition winners 



The five people below will receive 
a copy of Bishop Stephen's new 
book, Do Nothing to Change your 
life: Kieran Salter, Stewkley; 
Margaret Brown, Reading; 
Wendy Brackley, Chesham;Kate 
Cooper, Thame and James 
Bishop, Stokenchurch. We had 
literally hundreds of entries for 
this so sorry to all those of you 
who missed out! 

The It's Your Move book was 
won by Nigel Catt of Ashford, 
Patricia Pulford of Kidlington 
and T Day of Fulbrook. And 
Brenda Fawcus wins Life with 
Lucas for her correct entry for 
the Summer Crossword. 



Clergy News (continued from page 2) 



The Revd Bruce Gillingham, 

Rector, St Clement, Oxford, is to 
be also Area Dean, Cowley 
Deanery; The Revd Olivia 
Graham, Vicar, Burnham St Peter, 
is to be Parish Development 
Advisor (Oxford Archdeaconry); 
The Revd Jane Griffiths, 
Assistant Curate, Icknield 
Benefice, is to be Priest in Charge, 
Mull ion & the United Parishes of 
Cury & Gunwalloe, Diocese of 
Truro; The Revd Dr Darrell 
Hannah, Assistant Curate Iffley 
St Mary the Virgin, Cowley 
Deanery, is to be House for Duty 
Priest, Earley St Peter; The Revd 
Andrew Hawken, Vicar, Benson 
St Helen's and Area Dean Aston 
and Cuddesdon, has resigned as 
Area Dean; The Revd Bev 
Hollins, currently seconded to the 



Methodist Circuit, is to be 
Associate Priest/Deanery 

Development Facilitator, Newport 
Deanery; The Revd John 
Hutchinson is given Permission 
to Officiate; The Revd Dr 
Stephen James, Curate, Hanney, 
Denchworth & East C hallow, is to 
be Priest in Charge, St Peter's 
Goetre & St Bartholomews 
Llanover, Diocese of Monmouth; 
The Revd David Kaboleh, 
Associate Priest, Akeman, is to be 
Priest in Charge, Worminghall 
with Ickford, Oakley & 
Shabbington, Aylesbury Deanery; 
The Revd Ros Lathan, is to be 
Team Vicar, Dorchester Team 
Ministry, Deanery of Aston and 
Cuddesdon; The Revd Charles 
Masheder, Incumbent, High 
Laver with Magdalen Laver and 



Little Laver and Matching, 
Diocese of Chelmsford, is to be 
Rector, The Ray Valley, Deanery 
of Bicester and Islip; The Revd 
Sandra Millar, is to be 
Children's Officer, Diocese of 
Gloucester and Assistant Priest, 
St Peter's Leckhampton; The 
Revd Mark Mowforth, Priest in 
Charge, Prestwood and Great 
Hampden, has resigned; The 
Revd Eric Nicholson, OLM, 
West Wycombe with Bledlow 
Ridge, Bradenham & Radnage, 
has resigned; The Revd Richard 
Nunn, Priest in Charge, 
Waltham St Lawrence, 
Maidenhead & Windsor 
Deanery, is to retire with 
Permission to Officiate; The 
Revd Paul Parks, Associate 
Priest, St Sebastian's, 
Wokingham, Sonning Deanery, is 
to be Team Vicar, St Alban's 



Church within Wednesfield Team 
Ministry, Diocese of Lichfield; 
The Revd John Paton, Priest in 
Charge, St Mark's, Woodcote 
and St Swithun's, Purley, is to be 
Precentor, Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford; The Revd 
Diane Reid, Curate, Reading St 
Agnes with St Paul & St 
Barnabas, Reading Deanery, is 
given Permission to Officiate, St 
James the Apostle, SelbyjThe 
Revd Jason Reid, Curate, 
Woodley Team Ministry, Reading 
Deanery, is to be Vicar, St James 
the Apostle, Selby, Diocese of 
York; The Revd Marion 
Reynolds, Quantock Towers 
Benefice, Diocese of Bath and 
Wells, is to be House for Duty 
Priest, Shelswell, Bicester and 
Islip Deanery; The Revd Jon 
Salmon, Curate at St John's 
Church, Bowling, Bradford 



Diocese, is to be Priest in 
Charge, Earley Trinity LEP, 
Reading Deanery; The Revd 
Lyn Sapwell, Priest Rochford, 
Diocese of Chelmsford, is to be 
Priest in Charge, Appleton and 
Besselsleigh, Abingdon 

Deanery; The Revd Tim Silk, 
Associate Minister Arborfield 
with Barkham, Sonning 
Deanery, is to be Crosslinks 
Ireland Team Leader; The Revd 
Tim Stead, Team 
Vicar/Minister, Haywards Heath, 
is to be Priest in Charge, Holy 
Trinity, Headington Quarry; The 
Revd Dr Elizabeth Thomson, 
Assistant Curate, Pilton with 
Croscombe, North Wootton and 
Dinder, Diocese of Bath and 
Wells, is to be Team Vicar, 
Witney; The Revd Susan van 
Beveren, Chaplain for Work and 
Economic Life, Reading 



Deanery, is to be also, Honorary 
Assistant Priest, All Souls 
Church, South Ascot and St 
Michael's & All Angels, 
Sunninghil l;The Revd Kay 
Watters, OLM, Prestwood with 
Great Hampden, has retired, but 
holds Permission to Officiate in 
the Buckingham Archdeaconry; 
The Revd Rachel Webbley, 
Assistant Curate, Bicester with 
Bucknell, Caversfield and 
Launton (Team Ministry), is to 
be Team Rector, Whitstable 
Team Ministry, Diocese of 
Canterbury; The Revd 
Michaela Wood, Curate, St 
Augustine of Canterbury, 
Whitton, is to be Assistant 
Curate, Aylesbury; The Revd 
Peter Wyard, Priest in Charge, 
Riverside, additionally takes on 
responsibility of St Thomas, 
Colnbrook. 
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Tracing ancestry in wood: what 
one sculptor discovered as he 
journeyed back into his past 




In an increasingly rootless society the urge to know who we are and where we come from is fast 
becoming a national obsession. Sally Jarman talks to sculptor Robert Koenig about his 
exhibition exploring the journey of life/ and about the deep emotions it has evoked for him 
personally and for many others who have viewed it. 



Radies 

College 



FOUNDATION 

AWARDS 



Needs-based award 
of up to 1 00% of 
full boarding fees 
for boys at 13+ 
and 16+ who have 
academic, musical 
or sporting ability. 



FAR from being surrounded 
with generations of family, as 
we might have in years gone 
by, the majority of us are now 
distanced from relatives by time 
and location, forging our identities 
and lives in a world of strangers. 
‘Odyssey, a sacred journey’ by 
sculptor Robert Koenig embodies the 
concept of displaced lives and the 
(often unrecognised) longing of many of us to 
reconnect with our roots. 

A series of roughly hewn wooden people, 
each a towering 2.5m tall, the exhibition has 
evolved as it has travelled during the last 
two years from the steps of the Cathedral of 
St Jura in LwoWj the Ukraine, through the 
fields and mountains of Southern Poland, to 
churches and Cathedrals around Great 
Britain including, this summer, Christ the 
Cornerstone in central Milton Keynes. 

The initial 16 figures, carved from Lime 
trees growing in and around the village in 
Poland where Robert’s 

mother grew up, have 

been joined by others 
carved from trees local to 
areas visited: like pil- 
grims joining the explo- 
ration into their past. 

Their elongated 
height, with arms 



pinned by their sides, are designed to look as 
if they had sprung from the very land on 
which they had lived. And, though none 
represent a specific person, they have grown 
from Robert’s imagination as an organic 

'It has been a serious spiritual 
journey for me and the things I 
have learned have 
challenged my perception and 
understanding of faith. Does 
going to church make us funda- 
mentally better people or is it 
something that we do 
ritually with little influence on 
our wider actions?' 

Robert Koenig 

interpretation of how he imagines his ances- 
tors would have looked. 

Robert says the work has been a wonderful 
and painful journey, for him personally and 
also for some of the thousands of people who 
have visited the exhibition. 

His inspiration was his own experience as 
the only child of Polish immigrants, living in 
Stockport, Manchester. 



‘We were an isolated unit,’ he explains. ‘I 
didn’t see a single relative until we went back 
to my mother’s village in Poland when I was 
20 years old and I discovered this communi- 
ty of cousins and aunts and uncles who all 
knew everything about each other.’ 

He also discovered in subsequent visits 
that his mother had sacrificed her youth to 
save others in her family by taking their 
place in the German labour camps in 1942. 
He found that she had arrived years later as 
a refugee in Stockport, Manchester with 
nothing and had to set about building a new 
life a world away from her family. 

After her death two years ago he felt ready 
to confront his feelings about family history, 
tradition and above all, belonging. It is a 
subject that has evoked an huge response 
from some of those who have explored the 
exhibition, he says: ‘Something about the 
hands, and the wood draws something out of 
people. It’s not art, it’s about humanity and 
human issues and I’ve watched people hold 
the hand of one of the figures and stand lost 
in memories and thought. 

‘As I have toured with the exhibition peo- 
ple have told me harrowing stories about 
their experiences during the war and separa- 
tion, for whatever reason, from loved ones. I 
feel very privileged though it has been emo- 
tionally quite draining at times. 

Working on new figures for Milton Keynes, 



For details: The Registrar, 

Radley College, Abingdon OX14 2HR 
Tel: 01235 543174 





Robert Koenig with his some of his sculptures photo The News , Portsmouth 
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outside Christ the Cornerstone this 
summer, has been especially 
poignant for Robert, not least 
because it was here that the idea 
for the figures first came to him. 

He says: ‘Odyssey is about dis- 
placement of people from their 
heritage, and Milton Keynes as a 
new town has brought together so 
many people from so many differ- 
ent backgrounds who are making 
their lives here but whose history 
is elsewhere. 

‘I have great affection for the 
town and its people and feel a great 
affinity with the situations of many 
here,’ he said. 

Speaking at a special service to 
mark the close of the exhibition, 
minister David Moore who had 
organised the event echoed 
Robert’s thoughts: ‘Odyssey came 
at the time when we as a [ecumeni- 
cal] congregation were looking for 
ways to express our vision of being 
a place of welcome and reconcilia- 



tion - a place of shared history, 
journey and hope.’ 

And he acknowledged that 

'Odyssey came at the 
time when we as a 
congregation were 
looking for ways to 
express our vision of 
being a place of welcome 
and reconciliation - a 
place of shared history, 
journey and hope 7 
David Moore 



Odyssey had reached far out into 
the community and deep into the 
heart of the church. 

For Robert, a practising Roman 
Catholic, Odyssey has always been 
a spiritual rather than artistic 



endeavour, hence the choice of 
churches and Cathedrals as venues. 

‘It has been a serious spiritual 
journey for me and the things I 
have learned have challenged my 
perception and understanding of 
faith. It has put into context the 
interweaving effects of history, 
politics and faith in communities 
and the real place of churchgoing 
in our lives. Does going to church 
make us fundamentally better 
people or is it something that we 
do ritually with little influence on 
our wider actions?’ 

Although he doesn’t expect the 
exhibition to ask quite the same 
questions of visitors he hopes that 
it has encouraged people to ‘delve 
under the surface’. 

The Milton Keynes figures will 
be joining their fellow pilgrims 
at further churches and 
Cathedrals around the UK this 
year and next, including 
Salisbury and York. 



Read the thoughts of a ‘jumped 
up vicar’ 

www.bishopalan.blogspot.com 

or follow the links on 
www.oxford.anglican.org 




Christingle, the candlelit service with children at its heart, 
draws the local community into church and provides an 
opportunity to explore the cornerstones of the Christian faith. 

The Children's Society can support your celebration with a wide 
range of inspiring resources developed in partnership with the 
Church of England, including liturgy, prayers and youth activities. 

Order your Create-a-Christingle pack today 




The Children’s Society - giving children back their childhood 



Charity Registration No. 221124 

Photograph modelled for The Children's Society 

Christingle originated in the Moravian Church in 1747 
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What would it take 
for your child to 



Kingham Hill is as keen as any 
school to accommodate the most 
able students, and do it well. 
However, it revels in working with 
the average ability student, helping 
them to exceed expectations. There 
is something very satisfying about 
enabling a V grade student gain 
'B' grades, helping a second fifteen 
player make the first fifteen rugby 
squad and finding a place in the 
musical for the grade 3 clarinettist 

As a matter of principle 
Kingham Hill is not academically 
selective. On assessment days and 
at interview the 
Headmaster and his team are 
looking to identify students who 
will flourish if offered timely 
affirmation, appropriate challenge 
and, sometimes, tender loving 
care. Many students surprise their 
parents, and more importantly, 
themselves, by what they achieve. 

Securing this kind of success 
is hard work. It takes skill and 
dedication, it can only be found 
where the right values and ethos 
thrive. Drawing on 120 years 
of Christian commitment and 
outstanding pastoral care, Kingham 
Hill has a remarkable track record in 
helping students exceed 
all expectations. 



Some parents know that their child could succeed but 
are frustrated that he or she is making slow progress. 
It might be because they: 

•are going unnoticed in a large school 
•have a learning difficulty such as dyslexia 

• are struggling with difficult issues at home 

• seem to be developing later than their friends 

• lack confidence 



Call +44 (0) 1 608 658999 or email admissions@kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
to request a prospectus or arrange a visit. 

Kingham Hill School, Kingham, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, 0X7 6TH 



Christ Church 
Cathedral School 
Oxford 





Saturday 6 October 2.00 — 6.00 pm 



For an informal visit, fun, games and an 
opportunity to sing with the Cathedral Choir 

registrar@cccs.org.uk, www.cccs.org.uk 
(01865) 260650 



Advertising Feature 





By Ed Beavan 



I got an A* at RE GCSE. It was 
my only one, and it gave me a 
sense of purpose and pride. I 
can still label a church if you 
asked me to, or a synagogue, 
but then I’m a qualified RE 
teacher. It was only when I 
marked the RE papers for the 
first time this summer that I 
realised how little my achieve- 
ment actually meant. 

I was marking the Christian 
Perspectives paper for leading 
examiners OCR. The questions 
cover Christian attitudes to the 
environment, euthanasia, 
marriage, pacifism and equal- 
ity. To pass exams on these 
areas should mean students 
have a good overview of 
Christian ideas. In fact, they 
are allowing people to devel- 
op seriously misguided 
views of their national reli- 
gion. 

The exams are marked 
super-positively. As an 
examiner I spent most of 
my time trying to work out 
how the words on the 
page could possibly 
be construed to 
mean something 
I could give a 
mark to. 



Although it is not the case that 
anything can get a mark, exam- 
iners are instructed to go as far 
as supposing a candidate 
means the opposite of what 
they have written, if that makes 
it a correct answer. So - 
Christians do not support mar- 
riage. Tick. Christians do think 
white people are better than 
black people. Tick. Christians 
do allow murder. Well these 
ones do. 

Indicative of the relaxed stan- 
dards is the marking of what 
used to be ‘Spag’; 



punctuation and grammar, now 
‘Written Communication’. 
Four marks are awarded, and 
they are judged only on the 
first paragraph of writing, how- 
ever indecipherable or perfect 
the answers that follow. 

The pupil that answers a ques- 
tion on pacifism by quoting 
that ‘God is a worrier’ will be 
happy to hear this. As will the 
pupil, with otherwise reason- 
able spelling, who refers to the 
authoritative Christian ‘Dibel’. 
But should the rest of us be? 
More alarming is the regularity 
with which pupils misquote 
the Bible to suit their own 
ends: ‘Be really nice to the 
environment and stop pollu- 
tion (Genesis)’. 

A quarter of the marks 
given are for a question 
involving the candi- 
’s own opinions 
the issue. 
However, pupils reg- 
ularly volunteer then- 
own opinions in 
response to questions 
asking about Christian 
views and behaviour, and 
can pick up some 
marks for it. So 
much encourage- 
ment has been 
given to them 




emai 



OUR 



LADY'S 



ABINGDON 



01235 524658 

Radley Road 
Abingdon 
0X14 3PS 

www.oiab.org.uk 



office@olab.org.uk 
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< 



an RE Examiner 




voicing their own opinions, but young people 
do not appear capable of telling what 
Christianity really teaches. 

This problem is compounded by the way 
results do not reflect these problems. 

A senior examiner said: “We have an idea 
where the C grade will fall, although we can 
only calculate it once we have all the marks 
in. But even after that we often get a call from 
on high asking us to push it down a bit. 

“And I do mean the government, not God.” 
While schools can elect to take papers on all 
the major religions, Christianity is more fre- 
quently studied from a stance that allows stu- 
dents to take its opinions for granted and is 
less concerned with the close observance of 
the religion’s details. Other faiths are studied 
in a more phenomenological way, where there 
is less of an opportunity to pervert their teach- 
ings. Children studying Islam learn about the 
Koran. For Christianity, they watch The 
Simpsons. It is possible that the teaching of 
RE in this country is in fact doing Christianity 
harm. 





Auditions 



for chorister places in New College Choir 
(scholarships to New College School) 
Wednesday 26 September 2007 

For details please contact 
edward.higginbottom@new.ox.ac.uk 
or phone 01865 279519 



But come August, will the GCSE results 
show this? No wonder God’s a worrier. 



Riddle of the Month 

For the first time ever there was only one correct answer to last 
month’s riddle - CONGRATULATIONS to Matthew Hayden of 
Wokingham (this 1 0 year old’s fifth correct answer in a row!) 

We’re sourcing a suitable prize... 

For those of you still pondering the logistics of it, here is the 
correct answer: 

A. Turn on the first switch for a few minutes.Turn it off. Turn on 
the second light. Open the door and go into the room. If the light is 
on, then the second switch turns on the light If the light is not on, 
feel the lightbulb. If the lightbulb is warm, then the first switch turns 
on the light. If the lightbulb is not turned on or warm, then the 
third lightbulb turns on the light. 

This month’s puzzle is: 

The following number is the only one of its kmd - why is it so 
special? 8,549,176,320 

Solutions on a postcard please to: The Door Riddles, 4th Floor, 
Central House, 142 Central Street, London EC IV 8AR 



St Mary’s Church, Bloxham 
Oxfordshire 
Wish to appoint 

ORGANIST AND MUSIC 
DIRECTOR 

The Director of Music will develop all aspects of music in our 
worship, both the choral tradition and more contemporary music. 
He/she will have an opportunity to creatively enhance our rich and 
diverse musical tradition, which ranges from Choral Evensong 
(BCP) to a monthly family service (CW), and youth music group. 
We have a three-manual Allen digital organ, a two-manual J.W. 
Walker pipe organ and a chamber organ. 

Remuneration based on RSCM scale 
Reviewed annually, Enhanced CRB disclosure required 

Closing date 30th September 2007. Interviews to be arranged. 

Letters of application with CV and two references to 
the Revd Sarah Tillett, St Mary’s Vicarage, 

Church Street, Bloxham, Banbury OX15 4ET 
Marked ‘Director of Music’ 





CHORISTERSHIPS 

AT RADLEY 



Radley 

College 
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Ordinations 



Pray for our new deacons 

A 'pioneer' minister was among 15 new deacons ordained at Christ Church Cathedral this summer by the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard. Described 
as 'an exciting new venture for the Diocese of Oxford and for the wider Church of England', pioneer ministers work in new and unusual patterns of ministry, often 
with groups of people who wouldn't naturally see themselves as churchgoers. 

All of the newly ordained deacons will serve as curates in parishes across Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. Please pray for them in their new roles. 





l,Gill Hancock; 2, Brian 
Whitley; 3, David Huss; 

4, Paul Bradish; 5 , Jeff 
West; 6, Paul Mansell; 7, 
Matthew Stevens; Bishop 
John; 8, Sarah 



Parkinson; 9, Rachel 
Weir; 10, Janet Baker; 
11, John Tattersall; 12, 
Robert Tobin; 13, Ian 
Biscoe; 14, Tim Bustin; 
15, Mark Griffiths 



Gill Hancock 

Parish: Iffley 

I am looking forward to join- 
ing St Mary’s, Iffley for my 
curacy. I am single with two 
brothers and three sisters, 
one of whom is a twin. 

Half my family live in 
Stoke on Trent where I was 
born and the other half are 
based around Oxford. 
Before ordination training, 
Watford had been my home 
for the past 26 years. 

I worked in food manage- 
ment with British Home 
Stores and Scripture Union 
Bookshops then, for the last 
12 years, worked as the 
Administrator at the INPUT 
Pain Management Unit 
based at St Thomas’ 
Hospital, then as Head of 
Support Services at the Peace 
Hospice in Watford. 



Brian Whitley 

Parish: East Hampstead, 
Bracknell 

As a retired Army Officer, I 
trained for ordination at 
STETS Salisbury, where my 
studies were juggled along- 
side my military work and 
family life — all very useful 
preparation for parish min- 
istry. 

I am married to Brenda, 
who is a district nurse and 
we have two children Vicki 
(25) and Gareth (22). My 
curacy will be served in 
Easthampstead, Bracknell. 

David Huss 

Parish: Banbury 
I grew up in Northern 
Ireland, but have lived for 
some time in the Oxford dio- 
cese, as a student in Oxford 
and as a teacher in Bucks. 

I am married to Bev and 



we have one son, Jonathan. 
Together we are really look- 
ing forward to serving St 
Paul’s Banbury. 

Paul Bradish 
Parish: Wokingham 
I have come to ordained min- 
istry after a career in law and 
strategy consulting, and will 
be serving my Title at St 
Sebastian’s, in the parish of 
Wokingham. 

I am married to Helen and 
we have five children. 

Jeff West 

Parish: Banbury 
I come from Charlbury, and 
will be serving at St Mary’s, 
Banbury. 

Before leaving to train at 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon, I 
used to work for English 
Heritage, and my wife Juliet 
still does. I continue to be 
involved with a number of 



bodies concerned with con- 
servation, regeneration and 
community renewal. 

Paul Mansell 

Parish: Schorne Team 
Ministry, Buckingham 
Life for us is currently about 
moving on from Ripon 
College Cuddesdon, where I 
have trained residentially 
with my wife, Jane, and our 
three children. 

Before moving to college I 
worked for a company devel- 
oping telecommunications 
equipment, as an engineering 
manager. 

It was with some sadness 
that we moved from the 
Cherwell Valley benefice 
where we had lived for eight 
years. We are, however, mov- 
ing to a place where we have 
found an equally warm wel- 
come, the Schorne group of 
parishes near Aylesbury. 

Matt Stevens 

Parish: St Laurence and St 
Mary Butts, Reading 
Bex and I are looking forward 
serving my curacy with the 
fantastic team at St Laurence 
and St Mary Butts, Reading. 
Before ordination I was a 
youthworker in Newbury 

With a baby due in 
October this is a time of 
huge change and excitement 
for us and we will highly 
value your prayers. 

Sarah Parkinson 

Steeple Aston with North 
Aston and Tackley 
After ordination I will con- 
tinue as a chaplain at HMP 
Bullingdon and start work as 
a curate to the Benefice of 



Steeple Aston with North 
Aston and Tackley. 

I am married to Andrew. 

Rachel Weir 

Parish: Wolvercote 
I am looking forward to a 
busy curacy serving in the 
parish of Wolvercote and 
outside the diocese in inter- 
faith relations ministry. 

Prior to training for ordi- 
nation I practised as a barris- 
ter before studying theology 
in London. I then ran chil- 
dren’s art classes. 

I am married with three 
children. 

James Baker 

Parish: St Peter's, Didcot 
I have been studying at 
Ripon College Cuddesdon. 
Prior to ordination training I 
worked as a community psy- 
chiatric nurse. 

I am married to Encarni 
and we have two children, 
Jake, aged six and Jessica, 
aged three. 

I am looking forward to 
serving my Title in St Peters 
Church, Didcot. 

John Tattersall 

Parish: Wykeham Benefice, 
North Oxfordshire 
I am 55 and married to 
Madeleine. We have three 
children: Robert (22), Luke 
(19) and Clare (17). 

I will serve as a curate in the 
Wykeham Benefice in North 
Oxfordshire and will also con- 
tinue my work part-time as a 
partner in Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers in London. 

Robert Tobin 

Parish: Beaconsfield 
Having grown up in the 



Episcopal Church USA, I 
came to England in 1999 to 
undertake graduate study in 
history at Oxford. 

Having spent three years 
training at Westcott House 
Cambridge, I will be serving 
as assistant curate in the 
Beaconsfield Team Ministry. 

Ian Biscoe 

Parish: Cherwell Valley 
My wife Erika and I have 
four children, Ben 16, Ryan 
13, Joe 10 and Isabel seven. 

We moved to Upper 
Heyford to plant a church in 
the Summer of 2002, work- 
ing jointly with Church Army 
and the Oxford Diocese. I 
have now been ordained as a 
pioneer minister to continue 
with that work here in the 
Cherwell Valley. 

Tim Bustin 

Parish: St Mary's, Bletchley 
I am going to St Mary’s, 
Bletchley with my wife Kaye, 
and our two children, Ella 
aged two, and Zac who is 
six-months-old. Before theo- 
logical training I was a youth 
worker, and Kaye an art 
teacher. We are really excited 
about what is to come! 

Mark Griffiths 

St Giles, Stoke Poges 
I am married to Rhian and 
we have three children, Nia 
(10), Owen (8) and Elliot (5) 
and have worked full-time 
for various churches for the 
past 17 years. 

I will be curate at St. Giles, 
Stoke Poges, and will also 
continue my PhD with 
Nottingham University and 
continue to sit as a JP. 



DEPARTMENT OF 
THEOLOGY 8 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Postgraduate Degrees 

• Church History • Theology • Marian Studies 
• Celtic Christianity • Monastic Studies 

• Islamic Studies 

• Indian Religions • Religion, Politics and 
International Relations • Religious Experience 
• Death and Immortality 

• The World’s Religions • Liturgical Studies 

• Medical’ Ethics 

• Biblical Interpretation • Orthodox Studies 

Ministry & Research 
• Doctorate of Practical Theology 

• Master of Ministry • Doctorate of Ministry 

• Master of Philosophy • Doctor of Philosophy 

Vant-nCtHe on ‘Di&biKce otudtf cut&dafiU 


For information: 

Department of Theology & Religious Studies, 
University of Wales, Lampeter, Ceredigion, SA48 7ED 
E-mail: ps.trs@lamp.ac.uk 



www.lamp.ac.uk 
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World Church 



Churches have 
a role to play in 
‘destigmatizing’ HIV 




Global week of action 
against poverty 



A PROMINENT Christian 
and AIDS campaigner has 
called on churches to take on 
the task of destigmatizing 
HIV. 

Masi Cowper was speak- 
ing as she visited Oxford this 
summer. 

She has HIV and has done 
for years - she was infected 
by her husband. She was 
diagnosed when she was 
pregnant with her second 
child, a little girl. Her daugh- 
ter died when she was two 
and a half years old from 
AIDS. 

Churches can help break 
down the stigma surround- 
ing the virus by reaching out 
to people, she said. 

‘I want to eradicate the 
stigma that goes with HIV 
AIDS and religious commu- 
nities can help break down 
that stigma by reaching out 
to sufferers. 

‘People are afraid to open 
up and by being afraid they 
are missing out on help 
which could save their lives. 

‘Since I have been in the 
UK, I have noticed that AIDS 
doesn’t exist, people are sur- 
viving with HIV. 

‘But in South Africa every 
day there is a death, every 
day there is a child left 
orphaned.’ 

She said she herself had 
assumed that as a married 



person who was faithful she 
would not get the virus. 

‘We still today have people 
questioning the morality of 
people with HIV AIDS, some 
still assume it is because the 

'The gift God has 
given a woman to 
bear a child is no 
longer a gift that is 
honoured by women. 

'Now when a child 
is born that celebra- 
tion of a new life is 
no longer there, 
because when an 
HIV positive woman 
thinks of her new 
baby she only thinks 
of its death' 



person was promiscuous. 
But I was a married, faithful 
person and I contracted HIV. 
If it could happen to me it 
could happen to anybody. 

‘Churches in Africa have a 
real opportunity to teach 
people of the risks. I went to 
a marriage class for two 
weeks and no one talked of 
the risks of HIV AIDS or safe 
sex. The assumption is that 



people who come to church 
don’t have AIDS,* she said. 

Her first husband eventu- 
ally died of AIDS, though he 
denied having infected her. 
Masi has since married again 
and now lives part of the 
year in Norfolk, though she 
travels widely to campaign 
for more support for victims 
of HIV Aids in Africa. 

She is angry, passionately 
so, about the effect the virus 
is having on her native coun- 
try, and in particular on the 
millions of children left 
orphaned or dying them- 
selves. 

‘The gift God has given a 
woman to bear a child is no 
longer a gift that is honoured 
by women. 

‘Now when a child is bom 
that celebration of a new life 
is no longer there, because 
when an HIV positive 
woman thinks of her new 
baby she only thinks of its 
death.’ 

Masi’s eldest son is free of 
the virus and is now 19 and 
still studying at home in 
Africa. 

‘I never thought I would 
see my son grow to this age, 
he is the joy of my life. 

‘A lot of women in Africa 
are being denied this natural 
gift, of watching their chil- 
dren grow up,’ she says, 
simply. 



CHRISTIANS have an 
opportunity to join two of 
the largest anti-poverty 
coalitions in a global week 
of action from Sunday 14- 
21 October. 

Important progress has 
been made but even now a 
third of people in Africa 
live in poverty; 5,000 chil- 
dren every day die from 
drinking dirty water; a 
woman dies in childbirth 
every minute and more than 
five million people with 
Aids don’t have access to 
the necessary drugs. 



Christians are invited to 
join with the Micah 
Challenge (a global move- 
ment of Christians), the 
Jubilee 2000 debt campaign 
and the Global Call to 
Action against Poverty to 
mark a week of action. 

Churches are asked to 
celebrate Micah Sunday on 
October 14. Materials for 
worship and action are 
available at www.mic- 
ahchallenge.org.uk. 

And Wednesday 17 has 
been dubbed ‘Stand Up and 
Speak Out’ day. 



Last year 23.5 million 
people stood up against 
poverty across the world, 
including thousands across 
our diocese. 

This year the coalition 
also wants people to speak 
out and call on government 
to fulfil their promises to 
tackle poverty. 

Is there a midweek meet- 
ing at your church where 
you could stand up or 
speak out? Or could you 
organise something? For 
more information see 
www.standagainstpoverty.org 



Recipe by our cookery writer Ann Way 

Delicious Blackberry Souffle 



This recipe was given to me by a great friend of mine called 
Isla who lived just down the road from us in Amersham. 

We found out that we were virtually twins - born on the 
same day of the same year and we both got married in 
August 1959. We even chose the same dinner service pat- 
tern as wedding presents. Later we each had two children, 
about the same age, and went to the same church. Needless 
to say we are still in contact even though they live in a dif- 
ferent part of the country now. Quite a coincidence you’ll 
agree! 




Ingredients 
1 lb blackberries 
4 eggs, separated 
50 oz (150g) castor sugar 
1 sachet unflavoured gelatine (llg) 

4 tbsps white or rose wine, heated 

300 mKapprox 10.5 fl oz) double cream, whipped stiffly 

Decoration of whole blackberries and some leaves 

Method 

Tie a double strip of waxed or greaseproof paper around 
the outside of a 6-7 inch (15-18 cm) souffle dish, to come 
about 2 inches (5cm) above the rim. 

Rub the blackberries through a fine sieve. Whisk the egg 
yolks and sugar in a bowl placed over a saucepan of sim- 
mering water until the mixture is pale and fluffy. Whisk a 
further five minutes, off the heat. Dissolve the gelatine pow- 
der by sprinkling on the hot wine, stirring well. 

Then stir the blackcurrant puree, gelatine and cream into the 
egg mixture. Stiffly beat the egg whites and fold in. Spoon into 
the souffle dish and leave in a cold place«to set for three to four 
hours. Decorate, after removing the paper collar with some 
blackberries and leaves. 




W_01 CtP_4 1st 






TO M 



Arts BOOKS ART 



ARTICLES FOR SALE OR ‘FREE TO GOOD HOMES’! 

Pride Mobility Qogo 40, battery operated 4 wheel scooter, vgc, easily dismantled, cost £1,000 
will accept £500; tel: 0118 947 9455. 

For Sale 1992 Triango Chantilly trailer tent, vgc, also, Ladies’ racing bike (Coventry Eagle); more 
details: 01235 521149. 

Free for collection 58 copies Revised Psalter 1966, 41 copies ASB 1988; tel: 01295 758244. 
Wanted Wooden Tenor Recorder - reasonable price paid; please call: 

01494 437800. 

Beautiful Edwardian dressing table with 3 oval mirrors & 2 long drawers, for sale £250; 
Wendover 07764 681004. 

Tapestry frames (16+) 2’ x V - ideal for kneeler project, £2 each; tel: 01296 655249. 

Double bed with headboard and one drawer - free to collector; tel: 01865 361272. 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE 

Use 'Easy Worship' to easily display 
lyrics, scripture, images, 
video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 



CLASSIFIED RESOURCES 
- For Church & Family 







Church 

Furniture 




Website Design 










Website Design and 
Creative Services 



U2 



Do you need a link to God? 

If so then we can make the link for you 



To get your parish online go to 
www.admc-services.co.uk or call 01946 890100 



FAX 014.9MS STSIBi 

info@aipha-furrtishing.co.uk 

www.alpha-furnlshlng.co.uk 



64 London End Beaconsfield 
Buckinghamshire HP9 2J0 



r>\MW 



Contact us for 
expert advice 
and quotation 

AYR UPHOLSTERY 
LIMITED 

Tel: 0845 094 2820 
Email: 

\ v Jnfo®ayrupholstery.com 



Church Supplies 



VINO SACRO LTD 



Supplier of the finest 
communion wines for over 1 30 
years. Free samples available. 

Please contact: 

Vino Sacro Ltd, Marsh Lane 
Crediton, Devon EX17 1ES 
Tel/Fax: 01363 772333 
Email: sales@vinosacro.co.uk 



UK HOLIDAYS 
Hotels, Guest Houses, 
B&B 



Sound & Visual 



Personal 



BROKEN RITES 

Support group for divorced 
and separated clergy wives 
Contact 0114 268 2980 
or 020 8943 4688 
Website 

vovovo. brohenrites. org 



COUNSELLOR 

Also Spiritual Director 

Fiona Perry Dip.CCPsych.MIPTI 
Tel: 01753 773622 

www.fionaperry.co.uk 



HILLTOP 

AUDIO 

SUPPLIES 

m Sound reinforcement 

• Induction loops 

• Video/data projection 

• Nationwide installation 

Tel: 0115 927 8291 

Email: 

info@hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Web: 

www.hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Unit 2 Broxtowe Park 
Business Centre, 
Calverton Drive, Streley, 
Nottingham NG8 6QP 



LLANDUDNO 
NUNEHAM HOUSE HOTEL 

Adjacent to beach/pier. 

Car parking. 

Phone Susan 01492 877369 
susanambrose27@aol.com 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 



Self-catering & 
Caravans 



Freshwater East 

Pembrokeshire. 

Well equipped adjacent 
Holiday Homes. Beach 250 yds. 
Sleeps 1-6. From £150 p.w. 
Clergy Discount. 

Sorry no pets. 
0151-486-2745 



Holidats Abroad 



NORTH NORFOLK 

Cottage in pretty 
Ringstead, near sea. 
Two bedrooms. 

For brochure, telephone 

01636 814247 



Silver Connections - 

Introdu ctions for Qve . r 50*s 

For people who share 
Christian values 

PO Box 1 49 Thirsk Y07 4 WQ 
or mobile 07890 322924 

silverconnections@hotmail.co.uk 

www.silverconnections.co.uk 



BARBADOS 
ST. JAMES 

Luxury Beach Front 
2 bed cottage, 2/3 bed villas and 
studios all with A/C and maid 
service etc. 

Call Michael on 020 8232 8128 
www.barbadosprivatevillas.com 



YORKSHIRE DALES 

Holiday cottage, 18th Century, 
stunning location, open fire, 
fully-equipped. Superb 
walking, birding, relaxing. 
Sleeps 2 + sofabed. £140-210. 

b@surefish.co.uk 



A dramatic passion for the Gospel 



bv Sally Jarman 

BEING a minister as well as 
a cast member in this sum- 
mer’s production of the 
Passion at Oxford Castle 
has been an interesting 
experience for the Revd 
Natalie Garrett. 

‘It has been a fascinating 
process,’ says the former 
professional actress who 
eschewed the stage for ordi- 
nation and is now NSM 
curate at Burford, Oxon. 

‘For the first few weeks of 
rehearsals we just read 
through the Gospels again 
and again and I found 
myself answering all sorts 
of questions from people. 
The director and cast have 
been amazingly open and 
receptive.’ 

As she read through the 
script for her part as Mary 



Magdalene, Natalie says she 
had to remind herself that it 
was theatre and not a Bible 
study. But she hopes that 
not only will audiences be 
entertained, for some at 
least the dramatic telling of 
Jesus’ last weeks on Earth 
will move them to further 
thought: 

‘I think the production 
successfully shows the two 
stories running side by side; 
of the natural man Jesus and 
the supernatural, knowing 
that he came to do some- 
thing, that he would die and 
rise again.’ 

Is she pleased to be back 
on stage? 

She smiles: ‘I’m slightly 
nervous but it has been a 
wonderful opportunity. 
Theatre is so powerful in 
reaching people. Imagine if 
regular Sunday sermons 




could be this engaging! 

Creation theatre's Oxford 
Passion runs until 8 
September. For tickets call 
01865 766266 



Angels and demons battle it out 
in religious fantasy 

bv Imogen Phillips 



ASSIGNMENT Earth fol- 
lows the escapades of 
Raffael, or ‘Raffie’ to her 
friends, a very junior angel 
with bags of enthusiasm 
and a knack for landing in 
trouble. When her dream of 
being assigned to earth 
finally comes true, she 
stumbles her way through 
a variety of tasks, such as 
controlling (or rather not 
controlling) the weather, 
rescuing trapped humans 
and delivering unborn 
babies. 

However well-meaning 
her intentions, Raffie’s curi- 
ous nature soon causes her 
to be swept up into some- 



thing far more dangerous 
than she could have ever 
imagined, where cosmic 
stakes are higher than any- 
thing she has ever known. 

Unlike the Narnia Books, 
Assignment Earth creates 
not a parallel world, but a 
possible explanation of the 
roles of angels and demons 
in the world today. But like 
CS Lewis, the author 
explores the ever-present 
battle of good and evil, and 
many major Christian 
themes. 

Assignment Earth is a 
gripping read considering 
fundamental questions, 
ranging from ideas as old as 
time such as God and the 



devil, to contemporary 
issues such as IVF and look- 
ing after our earth. 

This religious fantasy is 
exciting and entertaining, 
and will capture the imagi- 
nation of readers between 
the ages of eight and 12. 
The good plot makes up for 
the slightly clunky style of 
writing, and the exciting 
storyline and interesting 
ideas will keep you turning 
the pages until the end. 

ASSIGNMENT 
EARTH 

LYNDA ROSE 

LION 

£5.99 




Making the most of potential ministers 



THIS handbook gathers and 
presents the accumulated 
wisdom and good practice 
gathered over a couple of 
decades in the training of 
new ministers during their 
first posts. Keith Lamdin 
and David Tilley are experi- 
enced trainers who have 
been in the front line of min- 
isterial formation in the 
local setting. A great deal of 
the experience reflected in 
this book comes from our 
own diocese which is train- 
ing a large number of people 
in ministerial work and has 
become a leading centre for 
adult learning in the local 
context of ministry. 

It covers some key topics 
that are important for train- 
ing incumbents who are 
responsible for the profes- 
sional development of 



curates and a wide range of 
other ministers. What is 
involved in being the super- 
visor of someone who is 
learning on the job? How 
do adults learn in the midst 
of their experience of work? 
How can the differences 
between people who work 
together be a positive learn- 
ing experience? How can 
reflective learning con- 
tribute to our professional 
development? How can 
problems in working rela- 
tionships between ministers 
be overcome and teamwork 
deepened? 

This handbook is deeply 
committed to the integra- 
tion of theory and practice 
and on this point it practises 
what it preaches. It makes 
good connections between 
some academic models of 



adult learning, psychologi- 
cal type and theological 
principle, and the practical 
outworking of this in the 
local ministry team. 

This is a very helpful 
handbook for any incumbent 
who is interested in making 
the most of all those poten- 
tial ministers in their local 
congregations. It will help us 
all to become better learners 
- at whatever stage of min- 
istry we may have reached. 
Geoff Maughan is Vicar of 
Cumnor and was formerly 
Director of Ministry at 
Wycliffe Hall (1998-2007) 

SUPPORTING NEW 
MINISTERS IN THE 
LOCAL CHURCH 

A Handbook bv 
Keith Lamdin and 
David Tilley 

SPCK 2007 
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on 



SEPTEMBER 

Sat 1 LONDON The Centre for 
the Study of Christianity in China, 
Oxford, and the Bible Society are 
sponsors of a one day conference 
on ‘the Bible in China: Robert 
Morrison 200 years on’. 10am- 
4.30pm, British Library Conference 
Centre, London NW1 2DB. 
Details from 01793 418222 
Thu 6 WOUGHTON ON THE 
GREEN The 27th annual 
Woughton St Mary’s Lecture: ‘Can 
Christians Pray Together?’ to be 
delivered by Mgr Kevin McGinnell, 
chair of the Joint Liturgical Group 
(GB) and of the English Language 
Liturgical Consultation. Begins 
8pm at St Mary’s Church following 
Holy Communion at 7.15pm 
Sat 8 AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Historic Churches Trust Ride or 
Stride fundraising events 
Sat 8 BANBURY A Baroque con- 
cert featuring Coten Ensemble and 
Yeomen of England at St Mary’s 
Church, 7.30pm. 01295 253329 
Sat 15 OXFORD Christ Church 
Cathedral and college open day. 
Stalls, displays, labyrinth, concerts, 
recitals and tours, including Alice in 
Wonderland and Harry Potter tours 
for youngsters. Pre-book for dinner 
in the college in the evening on 
01865 286848. 

Sat 15 CHALGROVE concert for 
Amnesty International featuring 
The Pavlova Wind Quintet, Lee 
Gabel (guitar) and Jonathan Arnold 
(bass-baritone), 7pm at St Mary’s 
Church. Tickets £10, call 01865 
890392 

Wed 19 BEACONSF1ELD First 
of ‘One Country Many Faiths’ 



series of talks (on the principal non- 
Christian religions represented in 
UK life) looks at Buddhism. From 
7.30-9.30pm at The Beaconsfield 
School. Tickets from St Mary’s 
Parish Church on 01494 676690, 
or email pamcrawford5@aol.com 
Sat 22 HIGH WYCOMBE organ 
recital by Ashley Marshfield of St 
Paul’s Church, Bedford, at All 
Saints Parish Church, noon. 

Sat 22 OXFORD Singing the 
Good News of Harvest - an intro- 
duction to contemporary 
hymn/song writers followed by an 
act of worship using some of the 
songs learned. From 2-4pm, St 
Andrew’s Church, Linton Road. 
Everyone welcome. 

Sat 22 F1NCHAMPSTEAD a 
Quiet Day at St James’ Parish 
Centre, from 10am-3pm. Call 
Debbie Dallimore on 01865 
208291. 

Sat 22 BERKHAMSTED 

Annual recital by The New School 
of Organ studies at Ashridge 
College Chapel, 3pm. Tickets on 
the door or tel 01442 822915. 
Ashridge Gardens open 2-6pm. 
Sun 23 BANBURY Organ recital 
by Stephen Binnington, St Mary’s 
Church, 3pm. Tel 01295 253329. 
Fri 28 F1NGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing at Holy Communion, 10.15am. 
01494 571231. 

Sat 29 AYLESBURY Declutter 
Your Life workshop at St Mary’s 
Church, St Mary’s Square, 10-4pm. 
To book tel 01296 432769 or email 
aylesbury.space@btconnect 
Sun 30 READING Harvest 
Rockmass at St Mark’s Church, 
Cranbury Road, 7pm. Details 0118 
941 5019. 

Sat 29 OXFORD Ordinations at 



SEPTEMBER 2007 



Christ Church Cathedral, 5pm, 
replacing usual service. 

Sat 29, NORTH OXFORD The 

Living Green Exhibition highlights 
awareness of climate change with 
tips on environmentally-friendly 
lifestyles. Opens 10.30am at St 
Margaret’s Church, St Margaret’s 
Road. Details from www.parish- 
es.oxford.anglican.org 
Sat 29 LOWER BASILDON 
Jazz concert at St Bartholomew’s 
church 7.30pm 01491 671344 
Sat 29 OXFORD The 
Christian Music Fellowship 
Choir and Orchestra performs 
‘The Exodus’ by Margaret 
Carpentor. 7.30pm at Wesley 
Memorial Church. Tickets on 
the door. Information from 
07855 865194. 

Sun 30 OXFORD Ordinations 
at Christ Church Cathedral, 
10.30pm replacing usual serv- 



OCTOBER 

Sat 6 WING All Saints Church 
Bam Dance, Village Hall, 7.30- 
11.30pm, tickets £10 incl supper. 
01525 217969. 

Sun 7 WOKINGHAM Animal 
Blessing Service, All Saints Church, 
3pm, preacher the Rt Revd John 
Austin Baker; former Bishop of 
Salisbury. All welcome. 0118 978 
9782. 

Fri 19 OXFORD Unicom Group 
Open Meeting: The Work of Helen 
&c Douglas House, Sister Frances 
Dominica, 1 Canterbury Rd, 
Oxford. 12.30pm, bring own lunch 
Sat 20 WING All Saints Church 
Ramble. Depart the church 10am - 
1.5-2hr walk. Refreshments. In aid 
of Church Funds. £1.50. 01296 
688265. 
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CHURCH TEAS 

Church House, Hughenden 
Park, Sundays and Bank 
Holidays to 28 October from 
2.15pm: cream teas in aid of St 
Michael & All Angels Church 
and charities. 01494 525645 

Dorchester Abbey Tea Rooms, 
Dorchester-on-Thames, open 3- 
5pm Sat, Sun and Bank 
Holidays to end September. 

Human Persons and the 
God of Nature 
3-6 September 

Programme includes world- 
standing speakers concerned 
with Nature, Intentionality and 
Finality. Main speakers include 
the Revd Dr Margaret Yee, 
Senior Research Fellow, St 
Cross College Oxford. Oriel 
College, University of Oxford. 
For further details email: mar- 
garet.yee@theology.ox.ac.uk 

Global Week of Action 
Against Poverty 
14-21 October 

An invitation to join GCAP, 
Jubilee Debt Campaign and 
Micah Challenge to stand up 
and speak out against global 
poverty, proclaim jubilee, and 
learn more about God’s call to 
justice and mercy. 

For further information and 
worship resources go to: 
www.oxford.anglican.org and 
click on ‘Coming Events’. 

Awake to God 
10 November 

A day with Melvyn Matthews, 
St Stephen’s House, Oxford, 
10am-4pm. www.thomasmer- 
tonsociety.org 



Courses, Special Events 

DIOCESAN ROLLING 
PROGRAMME OF 
COURSES AND OTHER 
LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES. 

Details from Sheila Townsend 
on 01865 208277: 

The Bible - a 10-week course. 
7.15-9. 30pm. Cost £36. At the 
following venues: 

Tbe from 25 September at the 
Winslow Centre. Tutor, the 
Revd Peter Ballantine, director 
of Milton Keynes Training 
Programme and vicar of Great 
Linford. 

Wed from 1 9 September at 
Diocesan Church House, 
Oxford. Tutor, the Revd Adam 
Carlill, vicar of St George, 
Tilehurst, the Revd Dr Keith 
Beech-Gruneberg, diocesan 
director of studies, and the 
Revd Vera Sinton, associate 
minister, St Clement’s Church, 
Oxford. 

Thu from 20 September at St 
James Church Centre, Woodley. 
Tutor, the Revd Dr Keith Beech- 
Gruneberg, diocesan director of 
studies and the Revd Derek 
Spears, vicar, Earley St Peter’s. 

Helping Others to Learn - a 

10 week course to help develop 
skills in helping others to learn 
by looking at aspects of the the- 
ory and practice of adult learn- 
ing. 7.30-9. 30pm, cost £36, 

The 25 September in The 
Graham Room at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon, and later 
dates at Diocesan Church 
House, Oxford. 






Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
(coffee in Priory Room); 
11.15am Sung Euchanst; 

6pm Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 

1-1. 10pm Praying at One 
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1pm Wednesday only 
Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 

Sat 29 and Sun 30 
September 

Ordination services will replace 
regular services on these 
days. 

Cathedral Office 01865 276155; 
Cathedral Secretary <sally-ann. 
ford@chch.ox.ac.uk>; website 
< www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk> 



BBC Radio Oxford 
95.2 FM 

BBC Radio Berkshire 
104.1 FM 

Sunday Show 6-9am 



‘JOURNEYS’ on BBC Radio 
Oxford: another series of fasci- 
nating stories from ordinary 
people on the journey of life, 
presented by Mike Beaumont, 
every Sunday 9-1 Opm from 9 
September to 4 October. You 
can listen again online at 
bbc.co.uk/oxford 




'Do not be afraid little flock , for 
it is your father's good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom .* Luke 
12:32 

In the power of the Spirit and in 
union with Christ, let us pray to 
the Father for: 

Sat 1 Woodstock Deanery. For 
area dean - Stephen M’Caw: 
synod lay chairman - John 
Peverel-Cooper: ecumenical rep- 
resentative Malcolm Elder. 

Sun 2 The Thirteenth 
Sunday after Trinity 
As the new academic year begins 
we pray for all with responsibili- 
ty for the education of children 
and young people, parents, 
teaching staff and governors. We 
pray for those who contribute to 
safe and stimulating environ- 
ments for learning. For those 
working within the brief of the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Education and with the 111 
aided and 169 controlled 
schools: Director of Education 
Leslie Stephen, Deputy Director; 
Gordon Joyner; Schools Advisers 
Roy Davey, Janet Bartlett, Jo 
Fageant and Julie Mintern, 
Further Education Adviser, 
Andrew Coleby, Staff Members; 
Val Coombs, Christine Jones, Liz 



Harrison, Liz Manson, Tracy 
Richardson and Penny Bingham 
Mon 3 Blenheim: clergy - Roger 
Humphreys, Andrew Parkinson, 
David Muston, Shaun Henson, 
Colin Sanders: licensed lay min- 
ister - Celia Humphreys. 

The 4 ST. BIRINUS. Eynsham 
and Cassington: clergy -Morey 
Andrews, Andrew Atherstone, 
John Underwood, Roger Aston: 
licensed lay minister - Neil 
Grady: youth worker - Helen 
Cobby. 

Wed 5 Hanborough and 
Freeland: clergy - David Tyler; 
Jackie Gardner, Sister Mary 
Britt: licensed lay ministers - 
Clive Berry, Hugh Dalton, 
Elizabeth Sharpies: pastoral 

assistants -John Fox, Peter 
Langley, Stonesfield with Combe 
Longa. 

Thu 6 North Leigh: churchwar- 
dens during the vacancy: half- 
time youth worker - Simon 
Hodgkins. 

Fri 7 Steeple Aston with North 
Aston and Tackley: clergy - 
Stephen M’Caw, Sarah 
Parkinson. 

Sat 8 Westcote Barton with 
Steeple Barton, Duns Tew and 
Sandford St Martin: clergy - 
Graeme Arthur. 



Sun 9 The Fourteenth 
Sunday after Trinity 

RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 
We give thanks for ethnic and 
cultural diversity. For the work 
of the Diocesan Committee for 
Racial Justice: patron - The 
Bishop of Buckingham: chairper- 
son - Beverley Ruddock: adviser 
- Raj Patel: the archdeaconry 
link-persons, www.ctbi.org 
Mon 1 0 Wootton with 
Glympton and Kiddington: cler- 
gy - Stephen Jones: licensed lay 
minister - Jenny Wagstaffe. 

The 11 Wycombe Deanery. 
For area dean - Malcolm 
Macnaughton: associate area 
dean - Robert Jennings: synod 
lay chair - Ann Cardand: ecu- 
menical representative - Tony 
Dickinson. 

Wed 12 Flackwell Heath: cler- 
gy - Christopher Bull, Martin 
Courtney, Graham Philip 
Hartnell: licensed lay minister - 
Sue Simpson: youth and chil- 
dren’s worker - Elbe Wartew. 
Thu 13 Great Marlow with 
Marlow Bottom, Litde Marlow 
and Bisham, Team Ministry: 
clergy - Nick Molony, Elizabeth 
Macfarlane, Dani Munoz- 
Trivino, Gabrielle Smith: 
licensed lay ministers -John 



Bustin, Peter Kent. 

Fri 14 High Wycombe Deaf 
Church: clergy - Ben Whitaker. 
Sat 1 5 Hambleden Valley 
Group: clergy - Malcolm 

Macnaughton, Mieke Gaynor: 
licensed lay minister - Annette 
Jackson. 

Sun 16 The Fifteenth 
Sunday after THnity 

For deanery chapters, especially 
the clerks, and their opportuni- 
ties to serve clergy. 

Mon 17 Hazlemere: clergy - 
Clive Collier; Bill Mason, Alan 
Garratt, John Wigram, Rachel 
Wigram: pastoral worker - 
Derek Hopwood. 

The 18 Hedsor with Bourne 
End: clergy - Ann Trew, 

Rosemary Payne. 

Wed 1 9 High Wycombe Team 
Ministry. All Saints: clergy - 
David Picken, Nicky Skipworth, 
Paul Willis, Joan Arthur: lay 

pastor- Jackie Lock: licensed lay 
ministers - Maureen Lampard, 
Noreen Talbot: licensed youth 
minister - Sarah Brush. 

Thu 20 St Andrew: clergy - 
Elaine Carr: licensed lay minister 
- Barbara Prior: pastoral assis- 
tant - H Graham. 

Fri 21 MATTHEW, APOSTLE 



AND EVANGELIST. St Anne 
and St Peter: clergy - Mary Gurr. 
Sat 22 St Birinus and St John: 
clergy - Stephen Whitmore, 
Peter Viney, Marie Jackson, 
Ruth Wooster: : church army - 
Joe Famand: licensed lay minis- 
ters - Josie Martin, Allison 
Smale: pastoral assistant - Janice 
Allerston. 

Sun 23 The Sixteenth 
Sunday after THnity 

Those to be ordained deacon or 
priest and the parishes where 
they will serve. Give thanks for 
those who provide education, 
training and guidance before and 
after ordination. 

Mon 24 The candidates for 
ordination and their training 
incumbents, for their families 
and all who support them, for 
their places of sector ministry 
and employment. 

The 25 St James, St Mary and 
St George: clergy - Susie 
Simpson, James Mukunga. 

Wed 26 Loudwater: clergy - 
Timothy Butlin: licensed lay 
ministers - David Clarke, Patrick 
Finlay. 

Thu 27 South Chiltems Group 
Ministry Lane End with 
Cadmore End: clergy - Robert 



Jennings: licensed lay ministers - 
Geoff Brown, John Coombs. 
Stokenchurch with Ibstone: cler- 
gy - Alistair France. 

Fri 28 Terriers: clergy - Tony 
Dickinson: licensed lay minister 
- Valerie Evans. West Wycombe 
with Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham 
and Radnage: clergy - Nigel 
Lacey, Linda Richardson, 
Veronica Beaumont,. 

Sat 29 ST MICHAEL AND 
ALL ANGELS Hughenden: cler- 
gy - Simon Cronk, Frederick 
Friend: licensed lay minister - 
Bill Geers. Woobum: clergy - 
Martin Wallington: pastoral 
assistant - Brenda Laver. 

Sun 30 The Seventeenth 
Sunday after Trinity 

BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY 
We pray for all churches taking 
part in Back to Church 
Sunday: for members of the 
congregation inviting friends 
and neighbours, that they 
would be bold and coura- 
geous; for newcomers to 
churches, that they would feel 
welcomed; and for all those 
taking part in the services, that 
the Lord would speak through 
them and reach out to all those 
present. 
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Waffles and prayers the best 



way to start th* 

SIX years ago a Prayer Group 
was formed at our local pri- 
mary school in Holyport. It 
was made up of four 
Christian parents and one 
Christian teacher. We met 
about once every three weeks 
to pray for our school and 
local community. Often it was 
only two or three of us who 
gathered in the Lord’s name. 

With the support of this 
group, our then Headteacher, 
Theresa Gregory, decided to 
host a Prayer Breakfast in the 
school for all staff, parents, 
pupils and their families. 
Only a handful of people 
came along to that first Prayer 
Breakfast but the atmosphere 
was wpnderful; I remember 
that we prayed in a Prayer 
Chain and shared a fantastic 
breakfast. From this start, the 
Prayer Group decided to host 
a Prayer Breakfast once a term. 
Attendance steadily rose to a 
group of 20 - 30 people, many 
of them children from non- 
church attending families. We 
encouraged family members to 
come, but equally we encour- 
aged parents to bring their chil- 
dren and leave them with us, if 
they needed to get off to work. 

A couple of years ago, 
Prayer Breakfasts became 
Fellowship Breakfasts with a 
slightly wider focus than 



school day 

prayer alone. Some 40 - 50 
people now attend. 

Examples of some of the 
breakfasts we have done in 
the past are: Fairtrade 

Breakfasts in Fairtrade fort- 
night; Christingle Breakfast 
in December is always popu- 
lar; Wednesday Worship with 
Waffles was great when our 
numbers were smaller than 
they are now; a French 
Breakfast around the time of 
Bastille Day (or perhaps an 
American breakfast on 4 July) 
guarantees a good response. 

Our most recent French 
Breakfast, was attended by 
around 80 people, all of 
whom came to share a hearty 
meal and hear Scripture 
Union’s Wayne Dixon speak. 

So how does one go about 
organising such an event? First 
select your three or four com- 
mitted people and have the 
enthusiastic backing of your 
Headteacher! As our breakfasts 
have become larger (and there- 
fore more expensive) we have 
had to draw on a wider pool of 
people to fund them (e.g. 
Governors). All this has been 
achieved, and it is still only 
three or four of us who meet to 
pray in the Lord’s name! 

Bridget Tracy is a member of 
the governing body of Holyport 
CE aided school, Berks 



Youth View will return next month! 



Friends reunited... 



...as John tends once more to the Dorchester Abbey organ 



Bv Sally Jarman 

DORCHESTER Abbey will soon thrill once more to the sounds 
of its majestic pipe organ, as a major nine-month programme 
of re-fitting, voicing and tuning comes to an end. 

With more than 600 pipes, new computer technology to 
extend its range even further, and precision tuning to modify 
aspects of its mechanical action, it promises to be a joy to play 
as well as listen to. 

And for one man, to hear the magnificent 19th century J. W. 
Walker organ back on song will mark a very special milestone. 

John Harper was a young apprentice with a Buckinghamshire 
organ builder when he was sent on his first job - to refurbish the 
organ at Dorchester Abbey. As he climbs down from the Abbey’s 
organ loft to talk to me 50 years later (now with Peter Collins 
Ltd of Melton Mowbray) he reflects that this same instrument 
will be one of his final jobs before he retires next year. 

‘The organ, and the Abbey hold a special place in my heart,’ 
he says. ‘Working again on the organ is like meeting with an 
old friend and I have very fond memories of my first job here 
as a young lad. It’s still a wonderful place to work in and it’s 
marvellous to see how it has adapted to modern life.* 

On his first visit John remembers lodging with Mrs Atkins 
in Queen Street (whose granddaughter Denise still lives in the 
village), while his foreman lodged in High Street next to the 
Coach and Horses. Not that they spent much time there: ‘We 
worked from 8.30 in the morning until about 12.30pm when 
we were taken to a restaurant for lunch. Then we were back 
at work until dinner at 6.30pm and often carried on again 
until bedtime!’ 

Unlike the latest refurbishment the work was carried out in 
winter and the Abbey’s heating has much improved, he con- 
firms, recalling that the warm air heating of the time still 
required precision work to be carried out while muffled up in 
duffle-coats, hats and gloves! 

John has been delighted to share his fascinating knowledge 
of the ancient organ with visitors as he works, enjoying pass- 
ing on the history and intricacies of the grand old instrument. 




The organ, for which the Abbey originally paid £642 
towards the total cost, was first sited in the St Birinus Chapel 
with large bellows next to it. In 1980 it was moved to its pres- 
ent position in the gallery over the north transept and the bel- 
lows replaced with two smaller ones inside the main structure. 

Current work has repositioned it further back in the transept 
and the gallery (which has also been re-designed as it was thought 
to be ‘visually detracting’ from the Abbey). 

Once the organ is up and running again, John says it should be 
fine for another 50 years, though it will take a full year of return- 
ing to tweak and tune as the instrument settles into each season. 

As congregations and concert audiences we can just sit back 
and appreciate its ‘mild tone voicing’ once again, from its first 
refurbished note this month. An inaugural recital is also 
planned for early next year. 




THOUGHT 
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By David Winter 
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Registered Charity No. 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 0118 958 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 
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Of the angels he says, ‘He makes his 
angels winds, and his servants flames of 
fire/ Hebrews 1:7 

PM not sure what modern Christians 
make of the whole concept of angels, 
whose feast day we celebrate this month 
(September 29). Tradition has them as fig- 
ures of shining light, winged and wonder- 
ful, usually bearing messages from God or 
generally doing his will. As most of us 
have never seen one, there is a temptation 
to place them in the category of mythical 
creatures, part of the way people used to 
see the spiritual world. 

In fact, the word ‘angel’ simply means 
‘messenger’, and there is no biblical evi- 
dence for the wings or the shining golden 
light. In the verse above, ‘angels’ and ‘ser- 
vants’ are linked - the distinction is in 
their function rather than their nature. 
Angels occur all through the Bible. They 
appeared to the patriarchs - think of the 
amazing encounter of Abraham and Sarah 
with the three men who told the patriarch 
and his wife that they would have a son, 
even though she was long past child-bear- 



ing age. An angel of the Lord appeared to 
Zechariah in the Temple, to tell him that 
his elderly wife was to have a son. An 
angel appeared to Joseph, the village car- 
penter in Nazareth, ‘in a dream’, to tell 
him to go ahead and marry his fiancee, 
Mary, and later - also in a dream - 
warned him not to go back to Bethlehem. 
A ‘young man’, whom we take to have 
been an angel, was sitting in the empty 
tomb on Easter morning, waiting to tell 
the startled women that Jesus wasn’t there 
- he had risen (Mark 16:5). 

Without going into every biblical refer- 
ence to angels, those should be sufficient 
to show that the idea covers an enormous 
diversity of experience. The Letter to the 
Hebrews speaks of those who practice 
hospitality ‘entertaining angels unawares’ 
(Hebrews 13:2). 

Perhaps we could even say that anyone, 
in any situation, who is at that moment 
God’s ‘messenger’ to you, or serves you 
graciously, is an ‘angel’. So when we say, 
‘Oh, be an angel and make me a cup of 
tea!’, we may be nearer the heart of the 
matter than we think! 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

mtifrw By appointment only 



Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broad- 
caster and author of many books including f 0ld Words New Life’ (BRF); which offers reflections on forty key Old 
Testament words and ‘Making Sense of the BMe 1 (Lion); a simple, no-nonsense guide to using the Bible. 

He lives in Oxford with his wife, Ros. 







